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Thank you all for keeping old memories alive.
And a special thanks to all the Chapter Officers,
both past and present, and their staffs who have
kept the organization alive & well through 50 years.
Let’s keep it going.
Thank you, everyone.
Bob Ripp
Club President

Scholarship Program Contributions
Your contributions are the engine that enables our
Scholarship Award Program to be an on-going
Retiree Club Program for all members.
Remember: Your Scholarship Program
donations are tax deductible.
Every little bit counts . . . It all adds up. Please keep
your (tax deductible) donations coming . . . Send
your checks (payable to Retiree Scholarship Fund)
to: Scholarship Fund, PO Box 0748, Bethpage NY
11714-0748.

Scholarship Program Contributors
To: All donors to our Scholarship Program:
Thank You so much for your generous donations
to this great Club program. All donors should
be proud to know that your contributions will
help deserving and acccomplished students
attend college.
Many Thanks.
Our Thanks to these Recent Contributors:
Paul Pedersen

****************************************************

Frank Seiferth

QUARTERLY 50/50 SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE
Members of All Chapters May Participate!

****************************************************

Enter often. Multiple winners possible.
Max prize: $500 for any one person,
in any one drawing.
Winners announced in the Newsletter.
Send a filled-in raffle ticket (below) and a check
(payable to Grumman Retiree Club Scholarship
Fund), to: Retiree Club Scholarship program,
PO Box 0748, Bethpage, NY, 11714-0748.

Bethpage Chapter 2017 Calendar
All membership luncheon-meetings are held
on the 4th Wednesday of the month (unless
otherwise noted), at the Crest Hollow CC.

October 23 Monday,
Retiree Club 50th Anniversary Celebration
at the Cradle of Aviation.

Each raffle entry is $5.00
Please indicate how many raffles
you are purchasing.
This Raffle benefits the Scholarship Fund only.

Scholarship Program 50/50 Raffle Ticket
_______________________________________
Name
_______________________________________
Address
Town _______________State ____ Zip _______
Phone (optional) _____________________
Number of Raffles Purchased _____
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November 14 Tuesday
luncheon / meeting
Reservation form: Page 18
December 13 – Holiday Luncheon
Reservation Form: Page 19
****************************************************

Bethpage Chapter

September 27, 2017
An unbelievable 90-degree day in late September
welcomed our retirees back from the Summer
hiatus. After a great lunch, the meeting began with
Sergeant-at-Arms Nick Bazzicalupo leading the
Pledge of Allegiance. A moment of silence was
then observed for our departed friends and for the
well-being of the men and women in the service of
our country who fight and die for our freedoms. And
a special prayer was offered for the victims of the
hurricanes in Florida, Houston, and Puerto Rico,
along with those who have suffered through the
earthquakes in Mexico.
President Bob Ripp welcomed everybody back from
the Summer break. Vice President Pat Sullivan
announced the day’s speaker, Ed Carr, Director of
Maritime Services in the Town of Huntington. Ed is
also the local historian for Northport, told us about
a steamboat ferry named the Lexington, and the
tragic accident it suffered off the Northern coast of
Long Island, in January of 1840. Ed said the story of
the Lexington started years before in 1794, in Port
Richmond on Staten Island, where a boy was born
to an extremely poor family. At an early age and with
a tremendous work ethic, this boy began working on
his father’s ferry service.

According to one version of events, he borrowed
$100 from his mother to purchase a periauger (a
shallow draft, two-masted, sailing vessel), which
he christened the Swiftsure. He began his own
business by ferrying freight and passengers on a
ferry between Staten Island and Manhattan. Such
was his energy and eagerness that other captains
nearby took to calling him “The Commodore”
in jest – a nickname that stuck with him all
his life. In addition to running his ferry, the boy
bought his brother-in-law’s schooner and traded
in food and merchandise in partnership with his
father and others. His reputation grew so much
that on November 24, 1817, a ferry entrepreneur
named Thomas Gibbons asked him to captain his
steamboat between New Jersey and New York.
Now the young man of 24 kept his own businesses
running and became Gibbons’s business manager
and worked 18-hour days.
When this hard-working young man entered his new
position, Gibbons was fighting against a steamboat
monopoly in New York waters, which had been
granted by the New York State Legislature to the
politically influential patrician Robert Livingston and
Robert Fulton, who had designed the steamboat.
Though both Livingston and Fulton had died by
this time, the monopoly was held by Livingston’s
heirs. They had granted a license to Aaron Ogden
to run a ferry between New York and New Jersey.
Gibbons launched his steamboat venture because
of a personal dispute with Ogden, whom he hoped to
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drive into bankruptcy. To accomplish this, he
undercut prices and brought a landmark legal case
– Gibbons v. Ogden – to the United States Supreme
Court to overturn the monopoly.

would totally decimate the maritime transportation
system, so he divested himself of all his maritime
holdings and spent the remainder of his life in the
railroad business.

Working for Gibbons, the young man learned to
operate a large and complicated business and
proved a quick study in legal matters, representing
Gibbons in meetings with lawyers. He also went to
Washington, D.C., to hire Daniel Webster to argue
the case before the Supreme Court.

The Lexington was sold to the Providence and Rhode
Island Steamboat & Transportation Company. and
Moses Grinnell, a pompous NY politician. The new
management decided to burn coal instead of wood,
while not providing any burner conversion to handle
the tremendous increase in heat since coal burns so
much hotter than wood. Some say the smoke stacks
often glowed cherry red from the heat.

On March 2, 1824, the Supreme Court ruled in
Gibbons’ favor, saying that states had no power
to interfere with interstate commerce. The case is
still considered a landmark ruling. The protection of
competitive interstate commerce is considered the
basis for much of the prosperity which the United
States has generated.
By age 35, the man left Gibbons and started on his
own. Who was this man? None other than Cornelius
Vanderbilt.
During the 1830s, textile mills were built in large
numbers in New England as the United States
developed its manufacturing base. They processed
cotton from the Deep South, so transportation of
cotton became a big business. In 1834, Vanderbilt
built his dreamboat, a wooden steamboat with dual
paddlewheels and a boiler that burned wood. The
ship’s engine was one of the most efficient of its
time. Measuring 207 feet in length and weighing
488 long tons, the Lexington was also one of the
most luxuriously outfitted steamers on its route,
incorporating ornate teak deck railings, cabin doors,
staircases, and paneling. The boat was the most
efficient and opulent steamboat of its time and
Vanderbilt used it on the NYC to Providence, Rhode
Island run, hauling cotton and passengers daily.
This boat run was the only way to get goods and
people to Boston since the fledgling railroad system
from the south ended in NYC, with a gap restarting
in Providence and running to Boston. However,
in 1838 the Boston-Providence railroad spur was
extended to Connecticut. Being the brilliant mind
that he was, Vanderbilt realized that ultimately the
railroad system would be linked with New York and
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On the night of 13 January 1840, midway through
the ship’s voyage, in the vicinity of Eaton’s Neck,
the casing around the ship’s smokestack caught
fire, igniting nearly 150 bales of cotton that were
stored nearby. The resultant fire was impossible
to extinguish, and disabled the steering, making
a grounding of the boat ashore impossible. This
necessitated the evacuation of the ship while
it continued to run uncontrolled. The ship’s
overcrowded lifeboats sunk immediately after their
launch, being crushed in the paddlewheels, leaving
almost all of the ship’s passengers and crew to
drown in the freezing water. Rescue attempts were
impossible due to the rough water and lack of
visibility.
The fire spread to such an extent that the rest of the
passengers and crew were forced to jump into the
frigid water. Those who had nothing to climb onto
quickly succumbed to hypothermia. The ship was
still burning when it sank at 3AM. Of the estimated
143 people on board the Lexington, only four
survived, having clung to large bales of cotton which
had been thrown overboard.
According to legend, poet Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow was scheduled to travel on the
Lexington’s fatal voyage, but missed it due to
discussing the merits of a recent poem that he had
written with a publisher. The name of the poem:
The Wreck of the Hesperus. Ironically, the poem
also included a ship sinking. Ed then read aloud
the entire poem.

An inquest jury ruled that a spark from the overheated smokestack set the stack’s casing ablaze on
the freight deck. The fire then spread to the bales
of cotton, which were stored improperly close to the
stack. The jury also found crewmen’s mistakes and
violation of safety regulations to be at fault. There
was testimony that once crew members noticed
the fire, they went below deck to check the engines
before attempting to fight the blaze. The jury
believed that the fire could have been extinguished
if the crew had acted immediately. Also, some of
the ship’s fire buckets could not be found during the
fire. Only about 20 of the passengers were able to
locate life preservers. The crew members were also
careless in launching the lifeboats, all of which sank.

The silver recovered in 1842 is all that has been
found to date.

The sloop Improvement, which had been less than
five miles from the burning ship, never came to
the Lexington’s aid. Captain William Tirrell of the
Improvement explained that he was running on
a schedule and that he did not attempt a rescue
because he didn’t want to miss the high tide. The
public became furious at this excuse, and Tirrell
was attacked by the press in the days following the
disaster. Ultimately, no legislation was passed by
the U.S. government in the wake of the tragedy. It
was not until the steamboat Henry Clay burned on
the Hudson River 12 years later that new safety
regulations were imposed.

Business – Club President Bob Ripp:
• Bob asked for any changes to the minutes as they
appeared in the August Newsletter. There being
none, the notes were accepted as written.
• He asked if there were any new members in
attendance, there were none.
• Based on the finances of the Club, the dues for
the Bethpage Chapter will remain at $15. Bob
requested that members wait until after January
1, 2018 to send in dues. Since the club puts the
renewal form in a few monthly issues, it is not
uncommon for someone who submits dues before
the first of the year to then send in second set of
dues in February or March requiring more work for
the club.

The Lexington fire remains Long Island Sound’s
worst steamboat disaster. One hundred thirtynine of the 143 aboard perished. An attempt was
made to raise the Lexington in 1842. The ship was
brought to the surface briefly, and a 30-pound mass
of melted silver was recovered from the hull. The
recovery chains supporting the hull snapped, and
the ship broke apart and sank back to the bottom of
the Sound. Today, the Lexington sits in 140 feet of
water, broken into three sections. There is allegedly
still gold and silver that has not been recovered.
Adolphus S. Harnden, of the Boston and New
York Express Package Car Office, had reportedly
been carrying $18,000 in gold and silver coins and
$80,000 in paper money at the time of the sinking.

Do you think Vanderbilt made the right choice when
he went from ships to trains?? When he died at the
age of 79, he was worth 177 billion in 2017 dollars.
The richest man on the face of the earth. He could
buy and sell Bill Gates.
This great story ended with a rousing round of
applause after which Ed had a brief Q&A session.
Pat announced that Ed has requested that we
make a contribution to the Huntington Lighthouse
Preservation Society and a check will be sent to
them.

The Club Officers have been generating a list
of Club Milestones to be presented at our 50th
anniversary celebration, but no one knew about
the very beginnings of the Club. Last week Bob
attended a reunion luncheon of the Personnel
Department hosted by Dan Knowles, retired VP &
Director of the Grumman Personnel Department,
and current President of our Florida / Treasure
Coast chapter. Since Dan was on Long Island and
planned to attend our September luncheon, Bob
invited him to share his story of the Club’s start.
Dan’s History Report:
The idea of our Club started when Bob Benn, of the
Grumman Athletic Association (GAA), sent letters to
all retirees. The first meeting took place in October
of 1967. It was initially planned to be held in the
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Plant 28 auditorium, but so many retirees showed
up that it warranted a venue change to Plant 30.
Dan arranged to have the interplant buses take the
energetic crowd to the larger facility. Obviously, the
idea of a Retiree Club was met with overwhelming
support and the club was officially founded.
After the history lesson, Dan mentioned that there
have been 14 books written about Grumman. He
told us that he is also writing one to add to the mix
and noted that he will include lots of inside stories
about all the VIPs he knew. He then told a cute story
about himself and George Skurla, to everyone’s
delight. Thanks, Dan.
Birthdays:
Bob Ripp, 77 on 8/13 and John Zollo, 90 on 9/9.
Happy Birthday!
Anniversaries: Ernie & Rose Finamore, 67 years.
Congratulations!
Get Well Wishes were sent to Ernie Finamore.
Club Treasurer Frank Rizzo gave the Treasurer’s
Report.
Scholarship Fund Treasurer Linda Perotta
provided the monthly Scholarship Fund report.
Linda also thanked all the members who have so
generously donated to the Scholarship Fund this
year. Both reports were accepted as read.
Community Relations - Pat Sullivan announced
that we donated $500 to the Salvation Army for
Hurricane Harvey relief in Houston. Since then,
there have been other natural tragedies that we will
consider supporting.
Travel –Nick Bazzicalupo:
December 4: “Christmas Cheer & Sing Along” at the
Staaten, $93pp incl full luncheon, one hour open
bar, Christmas theme party, and a comedian.
NOTE: For Nick’s trips DO NOT call the Retiree
Office. Call Rendezvous Travel [516-867-8747].
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Nick provided his always enjoyable Joke of the
Month. Thanks, Nick.
Luncheons - Past President Marion Abbott
discussed the details of our 50th Anniversary
celebration at the Cradle of Aviation on October
23rd. The celebration includes a one-hour cocktail
hour with hors d’oeuvres. Wine, beer, and soda
will be served throughout the luncheon. A sit-down
dinner of surf and turf will be served. We’ll enjoy the
music of a live band throughout the entire event. A
wonderful guest speaker will address the history of
the Club. A good time will be had by all.
Our lucky prize winners were:
Community Relations 50/50: Jim Tedesco, Pat
Hegarty, Raymond Penticano, and Bob Ripp, who
graciously donated his prize to the Club. Thank
You, Bob.
Door Prizes: Benjamin Kenney and Dorothy
Leogrande.
Scholarship 50/50: Jack MacKnight.
The meeting was adjourned with the singing of “God
Bless America”.
Next Meeting: October 24 - Our celebration of
the 50th Anniversary of the founding of our club,
at the Cradle of Aviation.
Following Meeting: Tuesday, November 14 –
Luncheon/ business meeting at The Crest Hollow
Country Club.
By: Lou Kubat, Sec’y.

****************************************************
CALIFORNIA / Golden West
The September meeting of the Golden West Chapter
was held at the Eagles Lodge in Oxnard, CA. The
meeting opened with Sergeant-at-Arms John Urgo
leading the Pledge of Allegiance and President
Fred Syrett giving the prayer.

Twelve members attended the meeting. A general
discussion was held on the enjoyment of our annual
Picnic in June.

Savoie, Joe Dispennette, Richard Kelly, Charlie
Baldwin, Marge Bauer.

Surprise guest Roy Rodriguez attended our meeting.
We haven’t seen Roy in a long time.

July Anniversaries: Rose & Joe Dispennette,
Josephine & William Soldt, Sharon & William
Lainhart, and Sandra & Fred Drajina.

Our 50/50 winner was Bob Killian.
Next Meeting: October 10.
By: Fred Syrett, President.
Future Meetings: , November 14; December 12.

****************************************************
CALIFORNIA / San Diego
Chapter did not meet in September.
We’re planning our Christmas luncheon for
December 14, at the 94th Aero Squadron restaurant.
By: Bill Roeckl, Sec’y. [billroeckl@cox.net]

****************************************************
FLORIDA / First Coast
Thirty-six members and one guest were present
at our September meeting. At Noon, President
Fred led us in the Pledge and an opening prayer.
After our usual buffet lunch, Fred introduced Tina
Washburn, an advanced planning counselor.
She spoke of the National Cremation Society
and the many benefits of prepaid cremation.
Her talk was well accepted by the group.
Several members expressed interest and took
her business card.
Fred announced Birthdays and Anniversaries:
July Birthdays: John Walsh, Cynthia Osborn,
Michael Garvey, Walter Langendorf, Raymond
Pinter, Art Goehler, Alice Downs, Robert
Kielbasa, Rosann Barraco, Richard Bier, Bernice

August Birthdays: Bill Lonnie, Gwen Saar, Sandi
Schroeder, Robert Moran, Cindy McCaffery, Robert
Sendelback, Chuck Dolce, Gloria Kelly, Elizabeth
Baldwin, Fred Drajina.
August Anniversaries: Bernice & Bernie Savoie;
Rosanne & Robert Sendelback.
September Birthdays: Ginny Deane, Peter Foster,
Thomas Downs, Joe Kirby, Deborah Bier, Cecil
Bateman, Bruce Betts, Fred Bauer.
September Anniversaries: Shirley & Terry
Jennings, Carla & Steve Congro, Sharon & Vic
Smits, Audrey & Al Umbach, Joan & Duke DiGilio,
Karen & Jim McDonald, Denise & Frank Fleming,
and Kathleen & Tom Walsh.
Sadly, Fred reported that Werner J. Langhauser’s
wife Cynthia passed away recently. Our thoughts
and prayers go out to Werner and their Family.
Welcome Aboard! to new member, Bill Johndro.
Treasurer’s report: We’re Solvent.
Ron Davies contributed a book to be given as a
50/50 prize. Seven more winners were picked for
cash prizes, including Ron Davies.
Please Note:
Fred suggested a date change for the November
meeting, from Nov. 21 to one week earlier, November
14. We voted YES.
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Next Meeting: October 17 - Our Fall Picnic at
Treaty Park in St Augustine. As always, bring
something to share. Soda, water, hamburgers at
Noon with trimmings will be supplied by the Club.
Plus 10 AM (early birds): grilled hot dogs.
By: Steve Cacace, Sec’y

****************************************************
FLORIDA / Manasota West
Next Meeting will be held on October 11, at
Noon, at the Pier 22 restaurant in Bradenton, FL.

****************************************************
FLORIDA / SouthWest
Chapter is on Summer Break.
Next Meeting: October 10, at the Golden Corral
in Punta Gorda.
Final meeting of the year will be on November 14.
Clem Moors, President [clemtony@juno.com]
Linda Baldwin, Sec’y. [lsbaldwin48@gmail.com]

****************************************************
FLORIDA / Space Coast
September 20, 2017
A surprisingly good turnout of our members
attended our regular monthly meeting, which
was held between the prior week’s record
hurricane damage and the forecasted Force 5
storm currently devastating Puerto Rico. Alerted
to the challenging topics forecast in last month’s
Newsletter, a dedicated membership showed up
to address the decline in membership brought
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about by the aging of our original members and
the need for a fresh and aggressive program to
recruit a rising wave of new Northrop Grumman
Melbourne-based retirees.
Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Chaplain Ed
Romano led a prayer citing those still suffering
power outages from Hurricane Irma and the
demise of members during the past three months.
It was heartening and productive that our regular
membership was augmented by the participation
of several of our new generation of retirees, and
especially by the now retired Gus Abner, who, in
her former role as liaison to all our retirees from
NGC Benefits, always brought us the latest in
retiree-related corporate policy. A veteran Space
Coast Chapter member, Gus is no longer under
contract with NGC and is able to counsel some
of us vintage “Grummies” as we address current
separation practices.
An example of the “new way” was when (in 2008)
the corporation “farmed out” the handling of
retirement administration. As a result, the only
contact retirees had was with an outside vendor
who insisted on additional payment for putting
our Club information into the NGC retirement
package. Result: No Club material in the NGC
retirement package. [Note: Concurrent with the
review of the separation package by “local” NGC
people (as discussed at our 8/30/2017 meeting
with NGC managers), our separation brochure is
now a candidate for inclusion.]
A point of discussion was the loss of first and
second time attendees who failed to return
and become regular members. A particularly
innovative suggestion came from one of our
newer members: Have new members introduce
themselves at their first meeting . . . hometown,
last jobs, interesting career high lights, even

family disposition. An interesting subsequent
thought was to have one table each meeting take
the portable mike and introduce themselves.
Major discussion item: Stop labelling things
“Grumman” and use “Northrop Grumman,”
particularly in our published work. [Your scribe
pleaded particularly “guilty” on this charge.] Most of
the Melbourne facility people are of the “J-STARS”
era. Up to recently, half the people in NGC/
Melbourne didn’t report to managers at Melbourne.

Space Coast Chapter Pres. Bob Prais (Center)
toasts the initial meeting of the Melbourne Northrop
Grumman Management Club with a representative
group from our Chapter. Follow-up “Lunch and
Learn” sessions are being scheduled as they learn
of our community activities and we learn of their
anticipated growth and retirement schedule for
2018.
Major Problem Defined: Many of the people
coming up for retirement do not know of the
existence of our club or what it does. This was
aired at our August 30th meeting with the NG
Management Club. While distribution of our new
posters and flyers may be a giant step forward
in addressing this problem, it is evident that
continuing publicity of our speakers and activities
is needed. Breakthrough! Angela Romano
volunteered to take on this task, one at which
she is very skilled due to her similar activity with

many well recognized community charities.
Similarly, it was recognized that more personalized
communication was needed with active NG
personnel.
Throughout the meeting, the subject of written
communication kept coming up with a variety of
new systems proposed for consideration since they
seem to be more in vogue with the new retirees.
Don Powell will continue his program to select an
appropriate [electronic] system to insure timely
distribution of key information to our members and
to associated personnel.

From our August 30 meeting with NGC Melbourne
managers: Brian Lima (Right), Joint Stars Program
Director in Melbourne; Julie Lima (Center), ManagerEngineering; Amanda Franklin (Left), Manager –
Contracts.
President Bob’s closing remarks were a plea for
active support by our members in obtaining the types
of programs that will bring all our membership out to
our meetings: informative and entertaining. Bob said
he needs not only ideas, but also people to follow up,
get concurrence, and schedule dates. This burden is
now falling on Bob, but his plate is already full with
his regular Chapter responsibilities and, now, with the
major effort to interface with NGC.
Scholarship - Chairman Jim Glover: We
continue to receive reports that our scholarship
students are achieving their qualifying grades.
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The appropriate funds are being forwarded to their
schools. Jim read a letter from Caroline Anderson,
our 2015 Skurla scholar, who is entering her junior
year in Aerospace Engineering at UCF. This April,
she was inducted into Tau Beta Pi Engineering
Honor Society. Caroline is working in the research
lab, building a wind tunnel for small scale model
tests of Autogiro set-ups. She begins working part
time as an engineering intern at Siemens Wind
Power this month. Keep up the good work, Caroline;
we’re proud of you.
Sunshine:
Chet
Emery
(321-254-2562)
Condolences were sent to the families of Howard
Dunn, Gerry Cardile, Marie Passarella, Richard
Massiello, John McDonald and Pat Duester. We
feel for their passing. We also sent get well wishes
to George Graefe.
50/50 Drawing: There were four winners. The
grand prize of a $25 Publix gift card and a
bottle of Pinot Grigio was won by Bob Van
Name … Congratulations to all!
Next Meeting October 18, 2017
Meeting Schedule
11/15 and 12/13 (2nd Wednesday)

****************************************************
FLORIDA / Suncoast
SunCoast Chapter has decided to cease as an
active chapter.
Contact: Patricia Newark, Sec’y.
[727-360-7339; lionpattysecretary@yahoo.com]

****************************************************
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FLORIDA / Treasure Coast
Our September 21st meeting was held at Manero’s
Restaurant.
President Bob Watkins led the group in the Pledge
of Allegiance.
Chaplain Larry Regoir gave the Invocation.
We were pleased to hear from all attendees that
they, their families, and other Grummanites that
they know - all came through the terrible hurricanes.
Our planned speaker, Knight Kiplinger, had to
cancel at the last minute, but we were fortunate
enough to have Bob Watkins, Jr. and sister Diane in
town because Mariann’s birthday was on Saturday,
Sept. 23rd.
Bob Jr., a Florida Tech Graduate, had previously
worked at KSC and Grumman Stuart. He then
moved to St. Petersburg, FL, where he was Director
of both the airport and the port. Thirteen years
ago, he and his family moved to Houston, TX,
where he is now the Senior Operations Manager at
George Bush International Airport, the 4th largest
commercial airport in the US: 46 million people
passed thru that facility last year.
Bob Jr. gave us a detailed talk on the results of
Hurricane Harvey’s impact on Houston in general,
and on the airport in detail.
Diane holds degrees in Nursing and Business. She
and her husband are in the process of collecting
funds to purchase food and other support items to
take to their favorite vacation location – the Florida
Keys. They are dedicated to helping feed the
multitude of Key Deer, birds, etc. that are in terrible
situations due to Hurricane Irma. Most of the 50/50
meeting winnings were contributed to this worthy
cause as were several private contributions.
June Anniversary: Sal & Betty DeLuca

Birthdays:
Maryann Watkins - 84
		
Betty DeLuca 9/29
			
Mike Bartfield 8/3
Visitors: Ed & Lee Jost
Deceased Members:
Mike Casella		

3. September Anniversary wishes were extended
to: Vince & Roberta Ciampa [3rd], Mike & Betty
Johnson [28th], and Jerry & Patsy Potter [3rd].
Barbara Bernichon won the 75/25 Fund Raiser
Raffle.
Community Service:

Vinnie Delappi

The meeting was adjourned by Bob
Watkins.
By Janet Cuce [jjcuce@comcast.net]

****************************************************
GEORGIA / Peach Pit
Our September 19 meeting at El Tequila Mexican
Restaurant in Milledgeville, GA started at 12:30PM.
There were eleven present when President Paul
Bernichon called the meeting to order and Sergeantat-Arms Ted Zarkowsky led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Chaplain Designee Jesse Griffin gave the Blessing,
which was followed by the meal and fellowship.
Old Business:
A motion to waive reading of the June 20, 2017
social meeting minutes, and the August 15, 2017
Summer break notes was made by Ted Zarkowsky.
There was a request to remove Jesse Griffin’s
incorrect birthday reference from the August Notes,
but no other changes either by proxy or by those
present, so the motion passed with the deletion
noted.
New Business:
1. President Paul welcomed those present and
asked for a moment of silence to pray for those
affected by Hurricanes Harvey and Irma, to include
those affected here in Middle Georgia.
2. September Happy Birthday wishes were extended
to: Larry Foster [17th], Nancy Godbee [14th],
Josephine Harrelson [9th], and Lew Iuliucci [24th].

[a] A Charitable Donation to the United Way
of Central Georgia was made on Patriot’s Day
[September 11, 2017].
[b] Volunteerism continues as members and
spouses aid various causes including Pints of
Blood/Platelets. Note: Sacred Heart Church [110
N. Jefferson Street, Milledgeville] is holding a Blood
Drive on October 12, 2017, from 2PM until 7:PM for
those eligible to donate by that date.
Program:
Attendees’ conversations covered their personal
impacts of recent hurricanes and other Summer
meeting recess items affecting themselves and their
families.
A motion to end the Business Meeting was made
by Josephine Harrelson and seconded by Brenda
Miller. The motion carried and the meeting was
adjourned at 1:45PM.
Next Meeting: 12:30PM, October 17, at El Tequila
Restaurant in Milledgeville, on Garrett Way.
By: Lew M. Iuliucci, Sec’y.

[iuliucci@windstream.net; 478-452-1357
****************************************************
Maryland / Glen Arm
The Glen Arm Retiree Club held its Third Quarterly
meeting/social of 2017 on September 19th at the
Golden Corral, White Marsh / Baltimore, MD.
We only had about 6-7 of our members show up for
this meeting. We’re hoping to have more members
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at the December meeting. None-the-less, we
enjoyed good fellowship and food.
Treasurer Al Showalter reported our account
remained stable and we have 43 members on the
books. He is getting ready to notify members of
renewal (dues!) and of our attempts to recruit new
members for 2018.
The Chapter again expressed thanks to HQ for early
distribution of the Newsletter.
We are still working on compiling a roster of Badge
numbers. We have some documentation that we
can retrieve the info from, but we may need to call
on NY for some that we can’t come up with. Joe
Svach will follow up on this item.
Work also continues on the task of collecting
and submitting documentation and pictures to the
archives at NY Headquarters. Emails and Phone
calls have been in progress between the Chapter
and both HQ and the “Heritage Center,” in Bethpage
and will be followed up on as the Heritage Center
volunteers return from Summer break.
Our Facebook page for our members has not seen
much activity yet.
The Retiree Club’s 50th Anniversary celebration was
brought up as a possible field trip for the Chapter,
but most of those in attendance wouldn’t be able to
make the date as many are still working. There may
be a few who will try to attend individually, but we
will not be able to do as a group field trip.
Birthdays for
October, November, and December:
Bob Dietz (11/21); Dave Hasselbarth (12/13); Dick
Holt (10/24); Bill Kolbus (11/15); Rick Oden (12/9);
Jim Odem, Jr. (11/5); Dave Rutherford (12/31);
Mike Rutherford (12/26); Al Showalter (10/26);
John Synder (11/4); Rick Swinder (10/13)
Happy Birthday to all you Guys!
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Anniversaries for
October, November, and December:
Joe & Maxine Svach (Nov 28).
Congrats!
Members, Please Note: We are missing birthdays
and anniversaries for some of our members. Please
be sure to include them on your next renewal form
so that we can log them. If you want to be included
sooner, notify Al Showalter [alshow@verizon.net]
and/or Joe Svach [jam.svach@comcast.net], and
we’ll log them in.
Attending members decided to hold the next
Quarterly meeting (scheduled for December 19
[Third Tuesday) at 6:30PM] at the Golden Corral
in Aberdeen Md. [706 S. Philadelphia Road,
Aberdeen, MD].
Remember, the Club is always looking to recruit
new members. If any current member knows of a
fellow Grummanite who isn’t a member, but would
like to be, please pass on our club contact info.
If you have any suggestions, Ideas or questions,
please present them at a meeting or contact President
Rick Swinder [410-977-7829; rickswinder@gmail.
com].
By: Joe Svach, Sec’y.

****************************************************
New England North
No report of Chapter activity.

****************************************************

NEW YORK
Eastern Long Island Chapter
President Bert Moller welcomed 20 members and
guests to our Sept. 20th meeting.
The minutes of previous meeting and the
Treasurer’s report were read. Both were accepted
as read.
Prez Bert asked for a headcount for attendance
for the Retiree Club’s 50th anniversary celebration
on October 23rd, at the Cradle of Aviation Museum
in Garden City. Since so few are going, No
transportation will be provided by our Chapter.
Pauline Sandmann reported that for, personal
reasons, she cannot host our Christmas meeting.
We will discuss alternate plans at our October
and November meetings.
Bert then asked for suggestions for a charity to
donate to.
Dutch Rotzinger reports the passing of Edward
V. Bergeman (7/17), Joseph A. Papa (7/17), and
Howard Dunn (7/17). Our condolences to the
friends and the families of those departed.
Report illnesses, deaths, etc. to Bill Mytko
[1-864-225-4927; ermytko@yahoo.com].
October Birthdays: Gordon Baylis, Nicholas
DiPierro, Arthur Gustavson, Pauline Sandmann,
and Paul Ziems.
Anniversaries: Gerry & Tony Destefano (60th!);
Ruth & Gordon Baylis; Barbara & Edward
Matthews; and Barbara & Ronald Olden Borg.
Congrats to All!
Any Birthdays or anniversaries missed or listed
incorrectly? Please contact Bob Albert [631-5857987].

Next Meeting: October 18th, at the Coram Diner
(Route 25 & Route 112, Coram NY). Lunch ($15) at
Noon; meeting to follow.
Future meetings: Nov 15th, Dec (TBD)
Our thoughts and prayers are with all Grummanites
in Texas, Florida, and the Carolinas following all the
hurricanes.
Happy Columbus Day!
By: Bob Albert VP/Sec’y. [631-585-7987]

****************************************************
NORTH CAROLINA
Eastern Carolina Chapter
September 12, 2017
Our first meeting of the Fall & Winter season was
held at “Famous” in New Bern, NC on Sept. 12, with
18 members present. President Pete Mc Namee
led the Pledge of Allegiance. Tom Schroder said
the invocation.
Pete thanked Rudi & Marlene Wiehl for being the
Program Directors for this meeting. We met in the
restaurant’s new room; the food and service were
great. The new bakery, which is downstairs from
the room, gave us delicious cookies as our dessert.
Pete reported that the 50th Anniversary of the
Grumman Retiree Club celebration will be held
on October 23, at the Cradle of Aviation Museum.
(Our chapter has been in existence since 1986, 31
years.) Pete also had some old Grumman stickers
for members to take.
We decided at our June meeting to have five
meetings in New Bern, three at the Golden Corral
in Jacksonville, and the Christmas meeting at
McCarthy Court in New Bern.
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The October meeting will be at the Golden
Corral in Jacksonville on October 11, with Jim
Karika & Tom Schroder as Program Directors.
November’s Meeting will be in New Bern on either
the 7th or 8th; we still need Program Directors for
this meeting.
The Christmas Meeting date is December 12, at
Mc Carthy Court in New Bern.
No meeting in January.
Treasurer Bob Lamberson asked for suggestions
for charitable donations. It was decided, after a
motion made by Bob and seconded by Ron Betts,
that $200 would be sent to the Salvation Army
Hurricane Relief Fund. Bob also reported that the
Chapter Treasury is still in good shape. A donation
of $50 was sent to the First Presbyterian Church of
New Bern in memory of Marty Olstad.
Pete gave the Sunshine report, telling members
that June Schroder had broken her wrist after a fall
at our last meeting and Ron Betts also had a fall in
July. Both were at this meeting and fully recovered
from their injuries. He also read the birthdays
and anniversaries for the months of August and
September. The birthdays and anniversaries are
listed below.
Pete turned the meeting over to Tom Schroder who
told his “old” jokes and gave a senior rendition of
“My Favorite Things” from The Sound of Music.
50/50 winners: Ron Betts, Tom Schroder, and
Mary Olstad.
In addition to our 50/50, we had a drawing for two
pre-paid lunches for members who were unable
to attend the meeting. Dolores Brown and Joan
Messina each won a “take-out” lunch . . . for dinner
that evening???
Questions were asked about the letter from
Northrop Grumman regarding pension changes.
Both Pete and Bob Lamberson read it over
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carefully and told members that it has no effect on
us.
Birthdays:
8/2 - Robert Condolff; 8/3 - Joe Mele; 8/7 - Leo
Torrens; 8/18 - Ted Lindblad; 8/24 - Mary Heim;
8/28 - Larry Bird; 8/28 - Arlene Ramsden; 8/29 Irv Peterson; 8/31 - Stan Ramsdan.
9/3 - Judith Glowacki; 9/4 - Steve Foster; 9/11 Joan Messina; 9/14 - Fred Reynolds; 9/17 - Mary
Paulik.
Anniversaries:
8/9 - Ken & Vynne Wendel; 8/22 - Ted & Marilyn
Lindblad.
9/6 - Bob & Joyce Leun; 9/29 - Rob & Ottilie
Condolff.
Pete wished everyone a safe trip home and
closed the meeting.
By: Dottie Karika, Sec’y. [dotjimk@att.net]

****************************************************
PENNSYLVANIA
Northeastern Pennsylvania Chapter
On September 21st, three couples met at the Alpine
Restaurant in Honesdale for our monthly meeting.
Weather was fantastic: Sunny, warm, with a slight
breeze. With no business to transact, the luncheon
consisted of light conversation, and upcoming
trips. Sparky and Marianne told all about their bus
trip to the 9-11 Memorial & Museum in downtown
Manhattan, on Tuesday the 19th.
It is that time of the year again, Dues Are Due. As
you all know, our dues of $15 are due by December
31st. Send your checks (payable to: “NEPA
Grumman Retiree Club”) to Fred Rademacher, PO
Box 1012, Milford, PA 18337-1012. Remember: do
NOT make the checks out to Fred.
September Birthday: Fred Heppler.

September Anniversary: John & Barbara Janis
On a personal note to anyone calling me on my land
line or cell phone: we do not answer private names,
unknown callers, no name, or a phone number we
do not recognize unless there is a name with it.
Even if there is a name, if we do not recognize who
you are, we will not pick up. If you call me, and fall
into one of those categories, leave a message on
our tape. We will get back to you. With all these
robo calls and telemarketers calling, we are very
selective on answering the phone.
Otherwise nothing else to report.
Next Luncheon: October 19th, Noon, at Kays
Restaurant, Route 191, Lake Ariel, PA.
Preliminary plans for the Annual Christmas meeting
will be discussed.
Also, as a reminder: November will be at the
Boathouse in Hawley and December back at Kays.
See you in October.
By: Edward J. Sparkowski, Sec’y/Chaplain
[570-698-7182; firefly417@verizon.net]

****************************************************
SOUTH CAROLINA
Coastal Carolinas Chapter

Bookman. Barbara Kapachinski, a friend of Dot
Hoffman, was our guest.
President Bob Joyce opened the meeting with
Sergeant-at-Arms Nancy Webber leading in the
Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence.
The three new members spoke and outlined their
careers at Grumman.
Don Webber read the Treasurer’s Report, which
was accepted as read, seconded, and approved.
Sunshine Committee: Marty Fleischer had a hip
replacement.
50/50 Winners: 1st prize, Frank Daum; 2nd Prize,
Dick Seidler.
We had a discussion about different Grumman
airplanes, then the meeting was adjourned.
Next Meeting: Oct 4, at Noon, at Damon’s
Restaurant, 2985 South Ocean Blvd., Myrtle Beach,
SC. [843-626-8000]
All Grumman, Northrop Grumman, and Northrop
retirees in the area are welcome to join us. Guests
are also welcome.
By: Kathy Fleischer, Sec’y.
[843-215-0525; kjpulcrano@yahoo.com]

****************************************************

September 6, 2017

VIRGINIA
Central Virginia Chapter

Our monthly meeting for September was held at the

September, 2017

Sunny Side Up Diner, in Calabash, SC.
There were seventeen members, including three
new members, and one guest. Our new members
are: Angela Hodgman, Geri Widmann, and Linda

We hope you all had a safe & happy Summer
of 2017. Hope everybody enjoyed the Eclipse
and were safe from the Hurricanes. I’m sure we
are all looking forward to the Fall, with its cooler
temperatures, and to renewing our friendships.
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Our first meeting of the 2017-2018 season was
held on September 6, at the Barbeque Exchange,
in Gordonsville, VA, one of our favorite Restaurants.
We had a small group of six members in attendance:
Ed Samson, Harold Case, MaryAnne Muller, Beverly
& Frank Purstell, and - representing Sperry – Frank
Edwards.
We missed Fred & Marjori Meiners. Marjori is
recuperating from major surgery she had in early
September. We all wish her well & a speedy
recovery. She is in our prayers.
Richard Benske has, we believe, moved over the
Summer, to Arkansas to be near his son & family.
We Purstells celebrated our granddaughter’s
graduation from high school with a 12-day Great
Britain cruise, visiting cities in Ireland, England, and
Scotland. Our son John and his wife Judi joined us.
Judi arranged all the excursions thru a private tour
group, “Tours by Local,” which provides personal
service (one on one) . . . but a lot of walking. John is
a graduate of the Grumman Procurement “PROFIT”
Program.
A major portion of our business meeting was spent
discussing our future luncheon meetings, where
and when.
Future Meetings are scheduled to be held on the
2nd Wednesday of Each Month:
Next Meeting: Oct. 11, 12:30PM, at Francesco
Ristorante Italiano, 6524 Richmond Rd (Route 60).,
Williamsburg, VA. (757-345-0557). From I-64, take
exit 234 for Humeline Parkway (Route 199) South.
Go to 2nd exit (Richmond Road/Route 60). At bottom
of ramp, make a Left. Restaurant will be on the Right,
in a strip mall just past the traffic light at Lightfoot
Road (before the NY Deli). Restaurant is tucked into
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a small corner. For reference: The Old Williamsburg
Pottery is just up the road.
November, 8, 2017, 12:30PM, at Crab Louies
Seafood Tavern, 1352 Sycamore Square, Midlothian
VA. (804-378-4977)
Directions: from Route 288 (South of Richmond), go
East on Route 60 just off Midlothian Turnpike, the
yellow building in the shopping center on the left.)
You all know where it is!)
December 13, 2017, 12:30PM, Shadwell’s
Restaurant (434-202-0351). Take Exit 124 off I-64,
Route 250 west (Charlottesville, Pantops area). Go
approx. 1/2 mile. Restaurant is on your Left, in front
of the Hilton Hotel.
By: Francis Purstell [srpurs@gmail.com]

****************************************************

In Memoriam
We extend heartfelt sympathy to the families and friends of these deceased members:

		

Bischoff, Wallace			

Pomona, NY				

08/29/2017

Dragowitz, Charles		Moriches, NY			08/09/2017
Koegel, Walter			North Babylon, NY			01/14/2017
Landin, George			Oakdale, NY				09/19/2017
Orehosky, Steve			Melville, NY				09/21/2017
Pantelis, Peter			Levittown, NY			07/16/2017
Passarella, Richard		Melbourne, FL			07/07/2017
Troiano, Joseph			Georgetown, SC			08/09/2017
Ugenti, Michael			Melville, NY				07/13/2017

When reporting a death, provide the person’s Name,
Date of death, and the City & State of residence prior to death.
Notices of member deaths should be e-mailed to the Club
[grumrc@gmail.com], with “Death Notice” as the subject.
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IMAX

®

The Bristal Assisted Living offers all
Grumman Retirees $1,000 off your first
month’s rent should you or an immediate
family member move into any of our
luxurious communities including Reflections,
for memory impaired adults*.
For deTAiLs cALL (631) 580.2004

NOW
PLAYING

NEW! Legends of Flight.
This unique cinematic experience shows
how the 787 might affect the next 100
years of aeronautical design.

OPEn 9:30-5:00 PM

Armonk | East Meadow
East Northport | Lynbrook
Massapequa | North Hills
North Woodmere | Sayville

the bristal.com Westbury | White Plains
Woodcliff Lake, NJ
*

based upon availability of discounted apartments

Tuesday through Sunday

Call 516-572-4111

www.CradleOfAviation.org

Rendezvous Travel
Senior Travel Specialists
Join Our Mailing List

Call 516-867-8747 Ext. 1
or

Leroy R. and Rose W. Grumman IMAX Dome Theater
Charles Lindbergh Blvd., Garden City, NY

Advertise Here

CREST HOLLOW COUNTRY CLUB
TUESDAY, NOV 14
LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM

Member Name (print)
__________________________________________
Guest Names (print)
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
No. of Members attending _____
No. of Guests attending _____
No. of Chicken _____
No. of Fish _____
Luncheon coupons should be mailed to
Grumman Retiree Club, Inc.
PO Box 476

Bethpage, NY 11714

$10 per member - $20 per guest
PLEASE RESPOND BY NOV 7, 2017
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The Grumman Retiree Club does not specifically endorse or represent advertisers.

E Mail: info@rendezvous.travel
www.rendezvous.travel

GRUMMAN - NORTHROP GRUMMAN RETIREE CLUB LUNCHEON RESERVATION
Menu Choices: NY Medallions of Beef, Sea Bass Oreganata, Chicken Francaise
I wish to reserve seats at the December 13, 2017 Holiday Luncheon (Noon to 4 PM)
for these dues-paid Retiree Club members, their spouses and/or guests
					

FULL NAME (please print)

		

PHONE NO.

CHECK ONE
BEEF FISH CHICKEN

CHECK ONE
RETIREE GUEST

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
- All tables seat twelve. A minimum of ten is required to reserve a table.
- Seven days notice is required to receive a full refund.
- Please send one check to cover lunch for you and your guests.
Attached please find $ ______ representing $35.00 per person for _______ people.
Ticket Purchase Deadline is December 6, 2017
Table Captain: ____________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
E-Mail address: ___________________________________________________________________________

Remarks: _______________________________________________________________________________
Please make all checks payable to: GRUMMAN RETIREE CLUB. Please send this form and checks to:
Grumman Retiree Club. Inc. PO Box 476 Bethpage, NY 11714-0476
Please mark envelope: “Holiday Luncheon”
No tickets will be issued.
To verify that your check has been received, please call Marion, at 516-575-3777

19

Attn: Retiree Club
Northrop Grumman Corporation
925 South Oyster Bay Road
Bethpage, NY 11714
NORTHROP GRUMMAN
Benefits Center 1-800 - 894 - 4194
Investment Plan 1-800 - 894 - 4194
Monday - Friday 9AM to 6PM ET
Benefits On Line:
www.benefits.northgrum.com
OneExchange: 1-855-832-0976
Monday - Friday, 8AM - 9PM ET
https://medicare.oneexchange.com/ngc
Newsletter
Editor:
Neil Klaskin
Nostalgia Coordinator: Charles Mooney
Grumman Retiree Club, Inc.
Phone: (516) 575-3777
Fax:
(516) 575-8715
Website: www.grummanretireeclub.org
E-mail: grumrc@gmail.com
Officers
Bob Ripp
Pat Sullivan
Lou Kubat
Frank Rizzo
Nick Bazzicalupo

- President
- Vice President
- Secretary
- Treasurer
- Sgt-at-Arms
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