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Happy Holidays

& Best Wishes for a 

Safe, Healthy, and Happy 2018!!

from

the Directors and Officers

of the

Grumman - Northrop Grumman

Retiree Club!

* * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Note:  Interesting Retiree Club facts about 

our 50-year history 

can be found on Pages 2 & 3,

along with some 50th Anniversary Celebration photographs.
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Grumman-Northrop Grumman
 Retiree Club History

After some retired individuals expressed interest in 
a retiree organization, Bob Benn, of the Grumman 
Athletic Association (GAA), invited then-current 
retirees to a meeting, in October 1967, to discuss 
the formation of a retiree club. The response was so 
great that the scheduled meeting had to be moved 
from the Plant 28 auditorium to the larger one in 
Plant 30. The idea of a Retiree Club was met with 
overwhelming response and the Club was officially 
founded. 

Club Milestones

1967: Club Founded October 26 and incorporated 
under the laws of New York State. 

1973: Formation of the Grumman Retiree Aircraft 
Restoration Team. This group, with a team of 
between 20-30 volunteers, restored eleven 
Grumman aircraft and two LM spacecraft. Since 

April 2003, a smaller team has continued restorations 
at the Cradle of Aviation. The most recent completion 
was an OV-1 Mohawk, which now stands as a static 
display outside the Cradle.

________________________________________

1980: First Retiree Club Picnic.

1995: The Retiree Club Board of Directors replaced 
the Executive Committee.

1997: Steve Kalman formed a group to award two 
$500 scholarships, one to a girl and one to a boy 
who were direct relatives of retiree members of the 
Bethpage chapter.

2000: The Retiree Scholarship Fund was established 
as a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Over the 
years, both the number of the annual awards 
and the amount of each award has increased. In 
2017, the Scholarship Fund awarded ten $2000 
scholarships to relatives of retirees in all chapters.

2000: Under the direction of Joe Van de Wettering, 
the Grumman Memorial Park, in Calverton (Long 
Island) was unveiled and dedicated. In 2008, the 
Park and the several Grumman aircraft on display 
were transferred to control and operation by the 
Town of Riverhead.

2002: The Retiree Club became a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization, dedicated to “promote and
enhance charitable, scholastic, and philanthropic 
activities”.
________________________________________

From Our 50th Anniversary Celebration . . .

Club Past Presidents

L to R: 
Barbara Nilsen, Marion Abbott, Betty Bohlander 

Standing L to R: Marie Dunning, Bob Ripp, 
Linda  Armyn, Wayne Grosse, Dick Dunne

Seated L to R:  Louise Kubat, Lou Kubat, 
Pat Sullivan, Thea Hare, Jim Eng  
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Standing L to R: Karen Aker, Tony Scaturro

Seated L to R: 
Ruth Carr, Charlotte Scaturro, Dorothy Leogrande

L to R: Rose & Ernie Finamore, Andy Parton

2004: The official club website began operation.
www.grummanretireeclub.org,

2005: A major rewrite of Club By-laws and Chapter 
Constitutions reflected the club’s maturation, waning 
membership, and member demographics.

2005: At the request of Northrop Grumman 
management, the Club took over the Administration 
and Services of the CareCats, which provided 
volunteers in support of events sponsored by local 
charitable organizations.

2007: Our Club held a two-day celebration of the 
40th anniversary of the Club’s founding.

2008: The Club took custodianship of an F-14, 
which is currently on static display in front of Plant 
25, and held a public dedication ceremony.

2011: The Club took custodianship of an EA-6B 
which currently resides at the Airpower Museum, at 
Republic Airport in Farmingdale.

________________________________________

2014: We officially began doing business (dba) as 
the Grumman-Northrop Grumman Retiree Club.

2017: Our Club held a 50th Anniversary Luncheon 
celebration at the Cradle of Aviation.

Membership

Club’s 20th Anniversary, October 1987: 4000 
members, in 17 chapters.

Club’s 25th Anniversary, October 1992: 7000 
members, in 19 chapters.

Club’s 40th Anniversary, October 2007: 5300 
members in 23 chapters, in 13 states.

Club’s 50th Anniversary, October 2017:  2550 
members in 16 chapters, in 10 states.

________________________________________
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Scholarship Program Contributors

To:  All donors  to our Scholarship Program: 

Thank You so much for your generous donations 
to this great Club program.  All  donors should 
be proud to know that your contributions will 
help deserving and acccomplished students 
attend college.

Many Thanks. 

Our Thanks to these Recent Contributors:

Willard Bischoff
  Louis Dellasalle
    George Gilmartin
Patricia Hegarty
  Robert Ohrtman
    Robert Rizzardi
Salvatore Sakellarides
   Alfred Wirth

****************************************************

Scholarship Program Contributions

Your contributions are the engine that enables our 
Scholarship Award Program to be an on-going 
Retiree Club Program for all members. 

Remember: Your Scholarship Program 
donations are tax deductible.

Every little bit counts . . . It all adds up. Please keep 
your (tax deductible) donations coming . . . Send 
your checks (payable to Retiree Scholarship Fund) 
to: Scholarship Fund, PO Box 0748, Bethpage NY 
11714-0748.

****************************************************

QUARTERLY 50/50  SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE
Members of All Chapters May Participate!

Enter  often. Multiple winners possible. 
Max prize: $500 for any one  person, 

in any one drawing. 
 Winners announced in the Newsletter.

Send a filled-in raffle ticket (below) and 
a check (payable to Grumman Retiree 
Club Scholarship Fund),  to: Retiree Club 
Scholarship program,  PO Box 0748, 
Bethpage, NY, 11714-0748.  

Each raffle entry is $5.00  

Please indicate how many raffles 
you are purchasing.

Scholarship Program 50/50 Raffle Ticket

_______________________________________
Name
_______________________________________
Address

Town _______________State ____ Zip _______

Phone (optional) _____________________

Number of Raffles Purchased _____
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Bethpage Chapter 2017 Calendar
 
All membership luncheon-meetings are 
held on the 4th Wednesday of the month 
(unless otherwise noted), at the Crest 
Hollow CC.

 
2018: January 24, February 21, March 28

****************************************************
Bethpage Chapter

Membership Non-Meeting 

November, 2017

The November Membership meeting, originally 
planned for November 14, was cancelled due to its 
close timing to the wonderful 50th Club Anniversary 
Luncheon that was held on October 23rd and the 
upcoming Thanksgiving celebration (November 
23rd). We can’t have too much partying for you 
wild and crazy retirees!!! 

And: we still have the wonderful Holiday luncheon 
coming up on December 13th. So get your dancing 
shoes ready to rhumba and your palates ready for 
a great meal.  

Remember: “Come all ye Faithful Old-timers” . . . to 
the Holiday Luncheon, December 13th.

Notes from the Club President: 
The Grumman Retiree Club web site has been 
updated to include the 2018 Scholarship Application 
form and the 2018 Membership Renewal Form. 
The Membership form will also be found in this 
Newsletter, as well as the January and February 
Newsletters. Note: if you are the surviving spouse 
of a deceased club member, please use your first 
name as the renewing member as our database 
reflects your name as the current member.

Within the next few weeks, our web site will 
be updated to include ten additional years (the 
1970s) of historic Grumman Plane News editions. 
More will be added in the future. Sign-on to the 

web site and enjoy a walk down memory lane. A 
special Thanks to club member Jim Eng for his 
volunteer effort in scanning these historic issues. 
Enjoy!

Birthdays:
Marion Abbott (10/28); Karen Aker, 70 (10/12); Ruth 
Carr, 94 (10/23); Milt Farkas, 76 (11/12); Lou Kubat, 
81 (12/28); Dorothy Leogrande, (12/9); Leno (Lee) 
Olivier, 92 (12/31); Fred Robinson, 93 (11/1); Tony 
Scaturro, 80 (11/29). 

Happy Birthday to all.

Get Well Wishes were sent to Frank Sacca, Harry 
Prodromides, and Arlene Vosilla. 

Wishing each of you a speedy recovery.

The Holiday Luncheon will be held at the Crest 
Hollow CC on December 13th. Details were in the 
November Newsletter. Come and enjoy another 
festive luncheon with us.

By: Lou Kubat, Sec’y.

****************************************************

CALIFORNIA / Golden West

The November 15th meeting of the Golden West 
Retirement Club was held at Applebee’s Restaurant 
in Camarillo, CA, - instead of at the Eagles Lodge, 
due to conflicting events. 

Our Tuesday December 12th meeting will again 
be at the Eagles Lodge, in Oxnard, CA.

 Ten members attended the meeting. Plans were 
made for the December Christmas meeting and 
gifts to be exchanged. 

It was good to see Bill Meyer and Iggy Alessandrino 
again.

The 50/50 was won by Paul Cooper.

By: Fred Syrett, President.

****************************************************
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               CALIFORNIA / San Diego

Chapter did not meet in November.
 
We’re planning our Christmas luncheon for  
December 14, at the 94th Aero Squadron restaurant.

By:  Bill Roeckl, Sec’y.  [billroeckl@cox.net]

****************************************************

FLORIDA / First Coast

No report of November activity.

****************************************************

FLORIDA / Manasota West

November 8, 2017

Twelve proud Americans (nine members and three 
guests) stood for the Pledge of Allegiance, which 
kicked off the “season” for our chapter. President 
Ted Martines and VP Bob Nyberg led a discussion 
covering a variety of GRC and local happenings. 
John Zinna provided the Secretary’s and Treasurer’s 
reports. And Bob elevated the levity of our gathering 
with his monthly chuckles. 

Our newest chapter member, Ray Weick, and 
his wife Ruth attended for their first meeting. Ray 
introduced himself and spoke of his many years with 
Grumman at Calverton, Plant 6. He recalled some 
very nice events and the sad ones that culminated 
with the final downsizing. Ray managed many 
production aircraft programs. It is nice to see you 
again - boss.

We were also joined by Grumman retiree Gus 
Hansman, his wife, and his daughter-in-law. Gus 
was in the area visiting his son and family, and 
made plans to visit our chapter. He provided a very 
interesting chronology of his years at Grumman. 
His discussion brought us back in time and had 
everyone smiling in remembrance.

Next Meeting: December 13, at Noon, in the river 
view room at the Pier 22 Restaurant in Bradenton, 
FL. If you’ve come to our area of Florida to escape 
the winter chill of the North, stop in and join us for 
our monthly gathering.

For future planning; 2018 winter meetings will be 
held on January 10th, February 14th and March 
14th.

By: John Zinna, Sec’y/Treasurer [941-705-2690]

****************************************************

FLORIDA / SouthWest 

On November 14th, 16 retirees met at Golden 
Corral Punta Gorda, where President Clem Moors 
led the Pledge and read a prayer. We remembered 
our military and wished a safe journey home for 
them. After lunch, Clem read the October minutes 
and we sang to our recent birthday and anniversary 
folks. 

We discussed changing our meetings to February, 
March, and April to give us a chance to recuperate 
from the holidays and plan for our Summer. There 
was no opposition to this change. 

Most of the dues were collected by Treasurer Tony 
Moors. To continue your membership and to continue 
receiving the Grumman Retiree Newsletter, send 
your check for $15 (payable to “Grumman Retiree 
Club”) to Tony Moors, 5301 Blue Crab Circle H3, 
Bokeelia, FL 33922, by the end of the year. 

Celeste Perre mentioned a very good movie she 
and Tony saw recently: “Let There be Light”. 

Tony Perre read about a big contract that Northrop 
Grumman won for a new bomber. 

For our next meeting, in February, we will have a 
Chinese Auction. Bring a wrapped gift of something 
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pre-loved and no longer wanted. No purchase 
necessary.

Next Meetings:
February 13, at Golden Corral in Punta Gorda

March and April: The second Tuesday of each 
month.

By: Clem Moors, President clemtony@juno.com
Linda Baldwin, Secretary lsbaldwin48@gmail.com
 

****************************************************

FLORIDA / Space Coast

November 15, 2017

Our meeting opened to the re-assuring sight of 
every luncheon seat being occupied as lovely 
Florida fall weather seemed to bring our attendance 
back to Springtime level. Our obviously suffering 
leader, President Bob Prais, led us in the Pledge 
of Allegiance followed by an always touching 
invocation by Ed Romano, closing with a prayer for 
Barbara Waldron who passed away last week after 
an extended illness.

Following our usual excellent multi-course meal 
(Kudos to the tomato bisque!) President Bob turned 
the lectern over to our chief Grumman Gremlin, 
“Dutch” Graefe, who introduced our guest speaker, 
Norm Daniels. Norm is the new leader of the Valiant 
Air Command, which has overall responsibility for 
operation of the Air Museum in Titusville.

Norm related how fascinated he was to find the 
Gremlins turning scrap into aircraft, always with 
meticulous care and attention to detail. This care 
paid off when the U.S. Navy notified the VAC of the 
imposition of numerous safety measures on aircraft: 
the Navy holds title to over 1300 display aircraft, 
including all those at the VAC. However, when the 
Navy came to the VAC and saw the care given to 
their aircraft, they gave complete dispensation from 
any of the dictated measures which had included 

locking the canopies and permanently securing the 
multitude of access panels.

Mr. Daniels gave a review of his career of site 
management and activation, ranging from the 
docks in New York City to HOJO, Boston Gardens, 
and airline food provision at 37 airports. Norm’s 
extensive and varied management background 
would seem to bode good days ahead for the 
VAC, already rated as second only to Pensacola 
in Florida. He closed by inviting all our members 
to visit the VAC, free of charge and receive a 20% 
discount at the gift shop.

President Bob then called on Joe Mullings to fill us 
in on the latest activities related to the Thanksgiving 
dinner at the Veterans Transitional Facility and the 
year-end trips for the Space Coast Honor Flight. 
Joe happily reported that he and the manager of 
the Veterans Transitional Facility had negotiated 
with the manager of a local Publix store to obtain 
sufficient pre-cooked thanksgiving turkey dinners 
for the 26 residents of the Melbourne facility. One 
anonymous club donor had advanced sufficient 
funds to cover the cost of the meals while other 
donors had advanced funds to back up the main 
purchase if required - these donations have been 
converted into food gift cards to cover other potential 
needs (or treats) over the holiday season.

Joe will be accepting an award to our chapter from 
the facility’s parent organization on December 3rd. 
Our thanks to Joe and to our donors. We never 
consider this effort as charity, just friends saying, 
“Thank You,” to veterans who served for us.
Joe then gave us a sometimes-emotional status 
report on the Space Coast Honor Flight’s last 
excursion for this year - its seventh. As the number 
of eligible WWII veterans continues to shrink, more 
Korean and Vietnam War veterans are being invited 
to participate in this one day, all-expense paid, tour 
of the Washington, DC memorials. Joe is asking that 
members consider making Christmas donations to 
kick off next season’s program.

We are indeed fortunate to have such a dedicated 
member as Joe Mullings to do so much leg work in 
organizing and administering these programs so 
our members can pay tribute to the veterans who 
served and sacrificed.



8

President Bob then briefed the membership on 
our plan to take a more formalized and organized 
approach to our charitable contributions. We are 
asking our members to assign ratings to our 
traditional charities as well as submitting the names 
of some potential new candidates on forms which 
will be distributed at our December meeting. This 
input will be reviewed by our officers who will 
propose a plan of action for implementation in 2018.

Financial Report: Bill Waldron reported on the 
positive balances in both the General and the 
Scholarship funds and drew attention to the 
generosity of anonymous members who more then 
covered the cost of the Thanksgiving Dinner for our 
Transitional Veterans. 

50/50 Drawing: There were six 50/50 drawings plus 
three special prizes.
   First Prize: Bottle of Pinot Grigio, won by Gary 
Sines
   Second Prize: Tray of Italian Cookies, won by Pat 
Postupack 
   Third Prize: $25 Gift Card to Publix, won by 
Camille Steenson 

Congratulations to all!

Next Meeting: December 13 -  2nd Wednesday

****************************************************

FLORIDA / Treasure Coast

Our November 16th meeting was held at Manero’s 
Restaurant.

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Dan Knowles. 
Chaplain Larry Regier led us in Prayer. We had 27 
attending the meeting. 

Our speaker was Renay Rouse, Public Information 
Officer for Martin County, Florida Department of 
Health. She spoke about the different services the 
County and State have available for the children of 
Martin County. 

These services include: 
Birth & Death Certificates; Epidemiology/
Disease Surveillance; Emergency Preparedness; 
Environmental Health; School Health; School Age 
Immunizations; Dental Sealants; and Nutrition 
Services. They are helping children and adults 
make choices about healthy and active living.

Clinic Services include Family Planning, HIV/
STD, and Tuberculosis. She was very informative 
explaining these services.

The Treasure Coast Chapter has started taking 
renewals for membership. Please mail checks ($15) 
to: Charlene Castanero,  6 11 SW Pinetree Lane,  
Palm City, FL 34990
  

Birthdays  
Janet Cuce – 80

Lawrence G. Regier – 87 

Visitors: Ellen & Al Heinemann, who also celebrated 
their anniversary.

Deceased 
Joe Gillman

John Lanyslough
Artie Schultheiss 

          
The meeting was adjourned by Dan 
Knowles. 
By: Janet Cuce [jjcuce@comcast.net]

****************************************************

GEORGIA / Peach Pit

On Tuesday, November 17, 2017 there were 14 
present at the Chapter meeting held at the Golden 
Corral Restaurant, Milledgeville, which started, at 
12:30PM. It was presided over by Chapter Secretary 
Lew Iuliucci. Following call to order, Sergeant-at-
Arms Designee Tom Blenk led attendees in the 
Pledge of Allegiance after which Chaplain Willie 
Collins gave the Blessing, followed by the meal 
and fellowship discussions. We then resumed the 
Business part of the meeting. 
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Old Business
A motion was made by Jesse Griffin, and seconded 
by Tom Blenk, to waive formal reading of October 
minutes. They’re being no changes the motion 
carried.

New Business 
1. Secretary Lew Iuliucci, opened the meeting by 
reporting our President was away on Holiday and 
the Vice President couldn’t attend this meeting. Lew 
extended, on behalf on the Officers, wishes for a 
Happy Thanksgiving to all.   
2. Treasurer Joe Sansotta reported a donation on 
November 11 [Veterans Day] to the West Baldwin 
Volunteer Firefighter’s Fund. And, the final donation 
disbursement  for 2017 will be a Christmas gift to the 
Community Food Pantry, next month. 

Year 2018 dues ($15) should be remitted to Joe 
Sansotta, 3748 NE Sussex Drive, Milledgeville, 
Ga. 31061-9360.   

November Happy Birthday Wishes were extended 
to: Kathy Spikes [1st], Marvin Avant [9th], Tim 
Collum [10th], Roy Lockwood [15th]] and Loretta 
LaManna [27th]. Also, November 

Wedding Anniversary Congratulations were 
extended to: Pat & Joe Sansotta [20th], Diane & 
Alvin Gurr [25th], and Ruby & Marvin Avant [27th]. 

In memoriam condolences, and sympathy are 
extended to the family of Gloria Kruta, who passed 
away on November 4 in Milledgeville, Georgia. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with Gloria’s family. 

No new active chapter member sickness, or illness, 
has been reported.

Secretary Lew Iuliucci read the year 2010 Officer 
Ballot indicating the President, Vice President, 
and Secretary incumbents will be completing 
their second year in 2018, of the two-year term. 
Accordingly, since the Treasurer, Sergeant-at-Arms, 
and Chaplain have served two or more, years they 
will be on the ballot for member consideration as 
no other members have come forward. A motion 
by Earle Seagle and seconded by Tom Blenk to 
accept the Secretary’s report on year 2018 Officer 

candidates passed, and authorized an Official Ballot 
to be sent to all members, returnable by Monday, 
December 14.  

Tom Blenk won the 75/25 Fundraiser raffle and 
donated his winning to the Community Service 
Fund. Thank You, Tom.

Community Service
A charitable donation was made to the West Baldwin 
Volunteer Firefighter’s Fund. Our last donation, for 
this year, will be made to the Chard Wray Memorial 
Food Pantry on December 25 [Christmas Day].
At least one member gave the gift of life by donating 
a sixth pint of blood this year.
At least one member is a neighborhood volunteer, 
raising donations for the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society.  

Today’s Program
Erika Cargile, Benefits Specialist at Vought Aircraft 
Enterprises, Inc., spoke about Health Benefits 
and changes thereto. Her talk was informative 
and was followed by a Q & A. She indicated that 
the multiple Vought Medical & Drug Plans have 
been consolidated to one Plan with co-pay fees 
increasing. And, this Plan only provides coverage 
till recipients reach age 65, whereupon coverage 
ceases and Medicare enrollment is required. Also, 
the $40 stipend for retirees and eligible spouses 
continues for Grumman, pre-Sale, and subsequent 
Vought retirees if retirement occurred prior to 
August 11, 2005. Thank You, Erika.

Adjournment
A motion by Lilli Kate Collins, and seconded by 
Rubye Avant, with unanimous consent ended the 
meeting at 1:40PM. 

Next Meeting: December 15, 12:30PM, at the 
Golden Corral Restaurant. The Program: Annual 
Christmas/Holiday Social meeting.  

By: Lew M. Iuliucci, Sec’y. 
[iuliucci@windstream.net; 478-452-1357] 

****************************************************
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Maryland / Glen Arm

The Chapter did not meet in November.

Next  Meeting: December 19 (Third Tuesday) at 
6:30PM, at the Golden Corral in Aberdeen MD. 
706 S. Philadelphia Road, 

Remember, the Club is always looking to recruit 
new members. If any current member knows of a 
fellow Grummanite who isn’t a member, but would 
like to be, please pass on our club contact info. 

If you have any suggestions, Ideas or questions, 
please present them at a meeting or contact President 
Rick Swinder [410-977-7829; rickswinder@gmail.
com].

By: Joe Svach, Sec’y.

****************************************************

New England North

No report of Chapter activity.

**************************************************** 

NEW YORK
Eastern Long Island Chapter

Fifteen Members and guest Anna Puccio attended 
our November meeting. 

We were informed of the passing of Sergeant-at-
Arms Richie Myers on 11/19, after a long battle with 
cancer. Bill Mytko sent a condolence card. 

Past Pres. Leo Jasinski reported the passing of 
Chet Zelinski in October. 

“Dutch” Rotzinger reported the passing of John 
J. Morgan in October, in N. Carolina; Raymond 
Charles Vitti Sr. (11/12); and Robert J Harris (11/9). 
Our condolences to the families of those departed. 

Members discussed and voted on donations for 
the Wounded Warrior Foundation ($200), Charge 
Syndrome Foundation of Buffalo Grove, IL ($200), 

and $100 for a Memorial for Grumman Test Pilots 
Ralph Donnell and Charles Wagerman (both combat 
pilots) both killed on Grumman Test Flights. 

December Birthdays: Joseph Barszczewski, Tommy 
Block, Sherman Carll, Ray Lanza, Herman Prager, 
and Frederick White. Happy Birthday to All! 

Lone Anniversary is a Happy 65th for Bill & Eva 
Mytko – Congrats! 

Any Birthdays or Anniversaries missed or listed 
incorrectly? Contact Bob Albert [631-585-7987]. 

Bill Mytko our community Relations Rep. out of 
hospital with more “stents” and recuping at home. 

Lou Puccio reports Kenny Becker rehabbing – Get 
Well Soon! 

To report any illnesses, passings, etc., contact Bill 
Mytko [1-864-225-4927 or ermytko@yahoo.com]. 

Dues, Dues, Dues! Dues for 2018 ($15) – send 
to Bert Moller at 33 Ramsey Road, Commack, 
NY 11725. Make out checks to ELI Grumman 
Retiree Club. Members may also pay at December 
Meeting. Use the Membership Application Form 
in Newsletter: Please note any address changes, 
birthday, and/or anniversary dates, etc. (if you want 
it listed in Newsletter). 

There were three 50/50 winners drawn. 

Next Meeting: Dec 20th at J&R Steakhouse 
(Route25 in Calverton, NY – opposite the old 
Grumman Facility) Lunch ($15) at Noon, meeting 
to follow. 

Hope everyone had a Happy Thanksgiving and 
hope to see you at the December Meeting! 
2018 Meetings (tentative) Jan 17th, Feb 21st, 
March 21st. 

Best wishes and prayers to all our service members 
in harm’s way

By: VP/Sec’y. Bob Albert [631-585-7987]

****************************************************
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NORTH CAROLINA
Eastern Carolina Chapter

Our November meeting 14 was held at Paula’s Pizza 
in New Bern, NC. Eighteen members attended and 
enjoyed a delicious meal and the service was 
wonderful. Thanks to Rudi & Marlene Wiehl for 
volunteering to be the Program Directors for this 
meeting.

We were happy to see Pete Mc Namee looking so 
well after his recent operation. We also welcomed 
long-time members Bob & Joyce Leun, who traveled 
from Winston-Salem, NC.

Faithful members Bernie & Cathy Kuntz moved to 
New Jersey to be near family. 

Rudi led the Pledge of Allegiance and VP Tom 
Schroder gave the Invocation.

Pete announced the Christmas Party meeting 
will be held on Tuesday, December 12th at 
McCarthy Court in New Bern. Rudi & Marlene again 
volunteered to be Program Directors. Rudi has 
been in touch with the Marines to accept our “Toys 
for Tots” donations and at least one Marine will be 
present during the December meeting to collect the 
toys. 

Treasurer Bob Lamberson told members that our 
treasury is in good shape and that dues are due 
by January. 

Bob also picked the 50/50 winners: Barbara Betts, 
Bob Lamberson, and Bob Leun. 

There was a discussion regarding those without 
email addresses not receiving hard copies from 
Fidelity Investments for their deposited pension 
checks. Those without computers were advised to 
call the Northrop Grumman benefits office.

Pete called on Tom Schroder to entertain us with his 
plethora of jokes! After the laughter settled down, 
Pete read the list of birthdays & anniversaries for the 
month. He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving 
and a safe trip home.

An update on our granddaughter, Alex, Naval 
Academy grad: she’s now in Florida becoming a 
helicopter pilot! We’re so proud!

Birthdays: 11/4 - Bill Parker; 11/9 - Eleanor Lyons; 
11/14 - Diana Peterson; 11/19 - Bob Leun; 11/20 
- Tony Peralta; 11/24 - Bill Lyons; 11/28 - Ottilie 
Condolff.

Anniversaries: 11/15 - Steve & Theresa Foster; 
11/18 - John & Sandy Sullivan; 11/22 - Fred & 
Ginger Reynolds.

By: Dottie Karika, Sec’y. [dotjimk60@gmail.com]

 
**************************************************** 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Chapter

 
November 16th started out as a fine sunny day 
here in Northeast PA. Our lunch at the Boathouse 
was very good and we really enjoyed ourselves. 
However, as we were conversing and enjoying 
our meal, a front came through the area. It got 
extremely dark and windy . . . so bad we could just 
make out the other side of the street, which is only 
about 70 feet from the restaurant. The rain that 
came down was going sideways for a good 15 to 20 
minutes. Boy, were we glad we were inside. Once 
that was over, the sun came out and it looked like 
nothing had taken place. However, the temperature 
did take a dive.
 
The rest of our lunch was spent in light conversation 
and planning the December party.
 
Another reminder from Treasurer Fred Rademacher: 
Dues Are Due.  Dues are $15, payable to “NEPA 
Grumman Retiree Club”. Again, make sure your 
checks are made out to the club and not to Fred. 
Dues are due by December 31st.
 
November Birthdays: Mary O’Malley, John Saggese,
 
Anniversaries for November: Charles & 
Marie Dowd, and Fred & Betty Heppler,
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Now, make sure you read this carefully. Our 
December meeting will be at Kays Restaurant, 
Route 191, Lake Ariel, PA, on Thursday, 
December 14th, at 11:30 AM. Note the Date and 
Time. This is our annual Christmas Party, where the 
first round of drinks and the hors d’oeuvres will be 
no cost to you. Your luncheon and any other drinks 
are on you. 
 
This is our last meeting of the year, where we do a 
preliminary schedule for 2018. So, it’s a good time 
for some of you to come and suggest new places 
for us to visit. 
 
Even though this edition will get to members after 
Thanksgiving, I wish to offer the following.
— Today is Thanksgiving, 12:28 PM, so to all my 
NEPA GACs: have a Happy and safe Thanksgiving.
— To all the NEPA GACs who get this by snail mail: I 
hope you all had a safe and wonderful Thanksgiving.
— And to all who will read this in the final edition of 
the Newsletter from Bethpage: I hope you also had 
a safe and wonderful Thanksgiving.
 
I received an e-mail from Ronald Alongi. He wanted 
me to let everyone know that Charles Reeck had 
passed. Charles was a 30-year employee of the 
Big G, and even though he was not a member of 
our Chapter, Ronald just wanted to let all know of 
his passing. NEPA sends condolences to the Reeck 
family. 
 
Well that’s it for now. Remember the changes in 
December: Kays Restaurant, Route 191, Lake 
Ariel, PA, on Thursday, December 14th. 11:30AM.
 
BY: Edward J. Sparkowski Sec’y/Chaplain
[570-698-7182; firefly417@verizon.net]

 ****************************************************

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Coastal  Carolinas Chapter 

 
November 1, 2017

Our November meeting was held at Ryan’s Family 
Steakhouse in North Myrtle Beach, SC, with fifteen 
members in attendance.

Vice President Ed Raulsome opened the meeting 
with the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of 
silence.

Birthdays this month: Dot Hoffmann and Frank 
Daum

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read and 
approved.

The Secretary read the October Meeting Minutes. 
They were accepted as read and approved.

Sunshine Committee report:
    - Artie Rappenport passed away.
    - Dottie Hoffmann had been in and out of hospital. 
Now at home.
    - Bob Joyce is at home recovering from surgery.
    - Kathy Fleischer is awaiting treatment.

Since Kathy Fleischer is not able to continue as 
Secretary, Barbara Raulsome has offered to step in.

50/50 Winners: Geri Widman won both drawings.

Name badges will be ordered for all members who 
do not have one.

Grab bag gifts ($10 limit) will be exchanged at the 
Christmas Party.

Any suggestions for speakers at future meetings 
would be greatly appreciated.

Next Meeting: December 6, 2017 at Noon, at Sea 
Captain’s House, 3002 North Ocean Blvd, Myrtle 
Beach, SC. (843-448-8082).
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All Grumman, Northrop Grumman, and Northrop 
retirees are welcome to join us. Guests are also 
welcome.

By: Barbara Raulsome, Sec’y. [910-579-3049; 
tomcat14d@verizon.net]

****************************************************
VIRGINIA 

Central Virginia Chapter 

 

Here we are in the beginning of November, and 
finally getting some needed rain, after a very DRY 
summer. The weather has been mild, just turning 
cold now. We are all looking forward to Thanksgiving 
with family. We hope you all had a very nice Retiree 
Club 50th Anniversary and a good Veterans day.

This year, we have been made aware of two deaths 
within our group. As it has recently become our 
custom, donations were made to Charities in the 
name of the deceased.

Bernard Kozerski - Fluvanna SPCA

Donald Minor (husband of Benita Drexler) - 

Lake Monticello Volunteer Fire Dept. 

We get smaller each year!

 NOTE: All FUTURE MEETINGS are scheduled 
to be held on the 2ND WEDNESDAY OF EACH 
MONTH:

Our November 8, 2017meeting was held at 12:30PM 
(the day after Election Day). at Crab Louies Seafood 
Tavern, in Midlothian VA. 

There were nine members in attendance to enjoy 
the fresh sea food: Ed Samson; Harold Case with 
his friend, Madeline Wilson; Anne Dannenhoffer; 
Mary Anne Muller; Dot Marsh & Frank Edwards 
(Sperry / Grumman employees); and Beverly & 
Frank Purstell. 

In the absence of Marjori Meiners, Beverly Purstell 
said Grace.

Marjori is recovering from infections which 
developed from her surgery. Her follow-up chemo 
treatments are being delayed until late December 
to allow sufficient time for the infection to clear up. 
We all wish her well as we continue to pray for her 
speedy recovery. We miss Fred and Marjori at our 
meetings. 

Financial Report – we are still solvent.

Our Christmas meeting will be on December 13, 
2017, 12:30PM, at Shadwell’s Restaurant [ 434-
202-0351].  

Directions: Take Exit 124 off I-64, Route 250 west 
(Charlottesville, Pantops area), go approx. 1/2 mile; 
the Restaurant is on left, in front of the Hilton Hotel. 

All Grumman, Northrop, local Sperry retirees and 
guests are welcome to join us.

PLEASE notify Frank Purstell, [434-282-1303 
or Email srpurs@gmail.com] 1 day prior to the 
meeting if you will be attending. Thanks!

2018 DUES time: 

Our yearly DUES will remain at $15!

Please send a check (made out to: “GRC - CV 
Chapter” or “Frank Purstell”) to Frank Purstell, 
317 Meadow Beauty Ct., Waynesboro, VA 22980

Thank you for your prompt attention to this 
matter.

****************************************************
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In Memoriam

We extend heartfelt sympathy to the families and friends of these deceased  members:  

 
 
 De Feo, Eleanor    Huntington, NY   10/13/2017

 Harris, Robert    Huntington, NY   11/09/2017

 Kachman, Milton    Phoenix, AZ    10/08/2017

 Lanzisero, Nicholas   East Northport, NY   10/06/2017

 Middleton, James B., Jr.   Locust Valley, NY   06/06/2017

 Moebes, Richard    Smithtown, NY   11/04/2017

 Morgan, John    Raleigh, NC    10/27/2017

 Rapenport, Arthur    Murrells Inlet, SC   10/17/2017

 Rossi, Eugene    Levittown, NY   09/30/2017

 Saxe, John R.    Islip, NY    08/24/2017

 Vitti, Raymond    Selden, NY    11/12/2017

Note: Richard Passarella’s name was included in error in the October newsletter In Memoriam.
      Richard is alive and well, and still a Club member.

When reporting a death, provide the person’s Name, 
Date of death, and the City & State of residence prior to death.

 
Notices of member deaths should be e-mailed to the Club 
[grumrc@gmail.com], with “Death Notice” as the subject.
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Grumman History - Chapter 45
Watershed Year (1993)

On January 19, Grumman won the Service Center Recognition Image Processing System (SCRIPS) contract 
from the Internal Revenue Service. The contract called for the development and delivery of an image-based, 
forms processing, character recognition system for use to electronically process tax information from paper tax 
returns. The contract was potentially worth more than $88 million from the IRS. 

On March 27, President Clinton sent Congress a $263.4 billion defense budget for fiscal 1994 that would reduce 
troop strength to a level not seen since the Korean War but would keep most major weapons systems intact. 
Clinton recommended spending $12 billion less than former President George Bush had proposed in 1991, and 
$88 billion less for defense over the next four years. Defense Secretary Les Aspin indicated that a comprehensive, 
bottom-up review of the nation’s defense needs and programs would be conducted to determine funding priorities 
through the end of the century. According to Grumman Chairman Renso Caporali, it was too early in the budget 
process to determine how Grumman programs would do. 

On April 15, Caporali started off with the good news at the annual shareholders’ meeting held in Building 4 in 
Bethpage. The quarterly dividend went up by 20 percent, the first increase the company had in eight years. The 
company stock was selling at $37.25, nearly $20 more than the previous year while the total debt dropped by 39 
percent, to $361.9 million, in one year. 

Caporali stated that the company was going back to basics and concentrating on the things we did the best. To 
meet that objective, he cited that the Paumanock Insurance Company subsidiary and Grumman Data Systems 
Institute were sold and that the company had exited the fire truck business. Caporali said the company had 
reduced its workforce by 12,000 employees over the past 6 years and that for the first time in the company’s 
history, there were more employees off Long Island than on it. He told the shareholders that the pain the company 
was experiencing was a result of declining defense budgets and diminished commercial demands. 

On May 6, Grumman announced that the company would be consolidating resources and facilities, and would 
be closing the facilities at Great River (on Long Island), Salisbury in Maryland, and Webster in Texas. Employees 
working at Great River would be transferred to buildings in Bethpage while those in Salisbury and Webster would 
be laid off. 

At the Pin Meeting on May 13, Grumman President Bob Myers mentioned that news articles were suggesting the 
Navy was lukewarm about the A/F-X and was leaning toward the F-18. That’s something the company couldn’t 
understand. Myers explained that Chairman Renso Caporali wasn’t at the pin meeting because he was meeting 
with Vice Adm. Bill Owens to tell the Navy how much performance they could get with the A/F-X. Paul Bavitz, 
who headed up the A/F-X team, was doing the presentation. 

On June 1, the U.S. Air Force and Grumman signed a $307.3 million contract to begin low-rate production of the 
Joint Surveillance Target Attack Radar System (Joint STARS) aircraft. Under the contract, Grumman Melbourne 
Systems would complete the modification of two E-8C aircraft into Joint STARS aircraft. The two Boeing 707-300 
series cargo aircraft were being remanufactured into the E-8C Joint STARS production configuration at Melbourne 
Systems’ Louisiana Operations, in Lake Charles. This process took about three and a half years. Once completed, 
the planes were flown to Melbourne, where the Joint STARS electronics were installed, integrated, and tested.  
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On June 8, Caporali told the Senate Armed Services panel that the issue of government depots competing with the 
private sector for upgrade and modification work must be addressed. Caporali stated “It’s not a real competition. 
The defense industry is being affected and stands to be seriously injured.” With the defense budget shrinking and 
new programs few and far between, companies were looking to upgrade and modify existing systems to keep their 
design and manufacturing base intact. However, competing with the government depots put the industry at an 
unfair disadvantage. Despite claiming that they can perform the same work that industry can at greatly reduced 
costs, the depots weren’t accounting for numerous overhead expenses faced by industry such as taxes, borrowing 
money, liability insurance, etc. This certainly created an uneven playing field for industry. 

At the June 24 pin meeting, President Bob Myers mentioned that a DoD study, called the Bottom-Up Review, 
was looking at all aspects of defense procurement in the midst of shrinking defense budgets. Grumman was 
particularly interested in what was going on with the tactical aircraft review. With the defense budget going down, 
there was no way the Pentagon could afford to do everything that was planned. Meyers indicated that the Multi-
Role Fighter for the Air Force and the A/F-X for the Navy would probably be put on the shelf, and that the F-22 
and F/A-18E/F programs would go forward. He cited the F-14 would be looked at closely to see whether it could 
provide the DoD with a lower cost solution to their tactical aircraft needs. 

On September 1, the A/F-X Advanced Strike Aircraft program was cancelled. The A/F-X program was an outgrowth 
of the Navy’s A-X program, successor to the cancelled A-12 program. The A-X program had grown into the A/F-X 
program when the Navy’s Advanced Tactical Fighter (NATF) program was cancelled and the need for improved 
air-to-air capability was attached to A-X. Grumman led an industry team consisting of Lockheed and Boeing at 
the time to win the A/F-X program. Another outcome from the bottom-up review that impacted Grumman was 
the decision to retire all A-6 aircraft by 1998. To help compensate for retirement of the A-6s, the F-14s would be 
upgraded with limited ground-attack capability.

Grumman announced on September 1 that the U.S. Postal Service would complete its buy of 142,655 Long Life 
Vehicles (LLV) by January 1995. Under the initial $1.1 billion contract awarded in 1986, Grumman built 99,150 
vehicles. A $555 million follow-on contract to build another 43,505 vehicles was awarded in 1991. The Postal 
Service had notified Grumman that it would not exercise contract options that could have extended production 
into 1996. Grumman Allied’s LLV Division in Montgomery, Pennsylvania was producing 100 LLV’s a day. 
On September 17, as another result of the Bottom Up Review, the U.S. Navy ordered Grumman to stop work 
immediately on all its A-6 re-winging programs. Because of the Navy’s stop work order, layoffs took place at St. 
Augustine, Florida; Benton Park, Pennsylvania; and Salisbury, Maryland. Five hundred people were working on 
the program at the time.

On September 30, NASA ordered Grumman to cut its work force on the Space Station engineering and integration 
contract to 60 people by December 1. Congressional language in the fiscal 1994 budget prohibited the agency 
from spending Space Station funds on the activities performed by Grumman after December 1. Following 
the notification, Grumman told the 854 team members, including 492 Grummanites, that their jobs would be 
terminated on November 30. The drastic cutbacks were attributed to President Clinton’s initiative to save more 
than $4 billion over the next five years and more than $18 billion over the life of the Space Station program.

In a Grumman World interview, published on October 1, Caporali indicated he was among a group of defense 
CEOs invited to Washington by Secretary of Defense Les Aspin for a preliminary discussion on the results of the 
Bottom-Up review. They were shown a chart indicating the number of fighter aircraft primes in the business at the 
time (five), and the number that would survive by the end of the decade. That number was two. It was obvious 
to Caporali that Lockheed and McDonnell Douglas were the favorites to survive. They had the programs and 
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resources to ride it out, something that Grumman just didn’t have. The Department of Defense made it clear to 
Caporali that there was no room for Grumman and many of its competitors in the airframe business. The nation 
just didn’t need the capacity anymore.

On October 4, Grummanites in Parts Fabrication Operation in buildings 2, 3, 11 and 56 began working four days a 
week instead of the traditional five. This was a six-month trial program to see if the savings were beneficial to the 
company to make the change permanent. The work week was still 40 hours, but was scheduled as four 10-hour 
days, Monday through Thursday.

On November 9, New York State Governor Mario Cuomo announced plans to develop the world’s first intercity 
magnetic levitation (maglev) train service, running from New York City to Albany at up to 300 mph. Grumman was 
one of the companies that would develop and build the maglev system. The governor was proposing to create 
a Maglev Research and Development Center to build the nation’s first maglev test track at Stewart Airport near 
Newburgh. The 1.25-mile maglev test track would demonstrate a design developed jointly by Grumman and 
Antimagnetic General Corporation. 

In the November 12 issue of Grumman World, Grumman President Bob Myers was quoted at a pin meeting as 
saying, “with the defense budget dropping like a rock, we’re taking a hard look at ourselves.” The A/F-X program 
gave the company a shot at holding onto its capabilities to design and build high performance aircraft. But the 
cancellation of the program changed all that. He cited that hanging onto those capabilities when there was no new 
fighter/attack aircraft in the foreseeable future was costly, and in the long run, a drain on the business. 
When asked at the pin meeting if the company was looking at merger possibilities, Grumman President Bob 
Meyers said, “absolutely”. 

At the silver anniversary celebration at the Woodbury Country Club on Long Island on December 2, Grumman 
Chairman Renso Caporali said “the recent decision to continue as an aerospace company, but not retain the 
capability to develop a new airframe, wasn’t easy from an emotional point of view. For most of us, that’s what 
Grumman was all about. But, clearly, we have to deal with the world as it is, not as we would like it to be if we 
want to continue to have 25-year anniversaries for our colleagues behind us.” Caporali reaffirmed the company’s 
commitment to remaining one of the nation’s 10 largest aerospace/defense companies. 

At a news conference held in Headquarters on December 15, Grumman and the Long Island Lighting Company 
(LILCO) announced they had teamed to research and build an electric-hybrid version of the Grumman Rout-Mate 
van. The current Grumman-built van was powered by a conventional gasoline engine in the fleets of Federal 
Express, United Parcel Service, and others. Half the cost of the $1.2 million project was to be provided by the 
government while the balance was paid by LILCO and Grumman.
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NOW
PLAYINGIMAX®

NEW! Legends of Flight. 
This unique cinematic experience shows

how the 787 might affect the next 100 
years of aeronautical design.

OPEn 9:30-5:00 PM
Tuesday through Sunday

Call 516-572-4111
www.CradleOfAviation.org

Leroy R. and Rose W. Grumman IMAX Dome Theater
Charles Lindbergh Blvd., Garden City, NY

GN_6-10_GN_10-07  10/5/10  4:09 PM  Page 1

The Bristal Assisted Living offers all 
Grumman Retirees $1,000 off your first 

month’s rent should you or an immediate 
family member move into any of our 

luxurious communities including Reflections, 
for memory impaired adults*. 

For deTAiLs cALL (631) 580.2004 

*based upon availability of discounted apartments

the bristal.com

Armonk | East Meadow

East Northport | Lynbrook

Massapequa | North Hills

North Woodmere | Sayville 

Westbury | White Plains

Woodcliff Lake, NJ

 

Rendezvous Travel 
Senior Travel Specialists 

 
Join Our Mailing List 

 

Call 516-867-8747 Ext. 1 
or 

E Mail:  info@rendezvous.travel 
 

www.rendezvous.travel 
 

Advertise Here

The Grumman Retiree Club does not specifically endorse or represent advertisers.

CREST HOLLOW COUNTRY CLUB
WEDNESDAY, FEB 21, 2018 

LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM

Member Name (print)
__________________________________________
Guest Names (print)
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
No. of Members attending  _____  
No. of Guests attending  _____
No. of Chicken  _____
No. of Fish  _____    

Luncheon coupons should be mailed to
Grumman Retiree Club, Inc.

PO Box 476
Bethpage, NY 11714

$10 per member - $20 per guest
PLEASE RESPOND BY FEB 14, 2018

CREST HOLLOW COUNTRY CLUB
WEDNESDAY, JAN 24, 2018 

LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM

Member Name (print)
__________________________________________
Guest Names (print)
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
No. of Members attending  _____  
No. of Guests attending  _____
No. of Chicken  _____
No. of Fish  _____    

Luncheon coupons should be mailed to
Grumman Retiree Club, Inc.

PO Box 476
Bethpage, NY 11714

$10 per member - $20 per guest
PLEASE RESPOND BY JAN 17, 2018
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GRUMMAN-NORTHROP GRUMMAN RETIREE CLUB
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL

2018

        BETHPAGE CHAPTER  OTHER CHAPTERS 
 DUES ARE $15.00 ANNUALLY
 Mail your $15.00 check payable to Contact your Chapter 
 Grumman Retiree Club, to for Dues amount.
     
      Attn: Retiree Club  Mail your check(s)
 Northrop Grumman Corp.    and this form to
 925 S. Oyster Bay Road your local chapter.
 Bethpage, NY 11714-3582

1. Member or Survivor Name (print) _____________________________  Badge 

2. Address __________________________________________     DOB:       /       / 

3. City ________________________________  State ________  ZIP+4 

4. Telephone # (_____) _____________   E-Mail (please print)  

5. Spouse or Next Of Kin Name (print)  

6. Method of Payment - Please Indicate:
   A. Check: # _____________________ Date _____________  Amount ___________ 

 
   B. Cash - Amount __________

   C. Please Check One: New Member____  Renewal _____    Surviving Spouse ____ 

A. DONATIONS REQUIRE SEPARATE CHECKS

(a) Donation to the Club’s charitable activities: Check #_____  Date_________ $_________ 

(b) Donation to the Scholarship Fund:  Check #_____  Date_____ $_______

Note:  All donations are tax deductible.

QUESTIONS? Call the club office at (516)-575-3777.
Visit the club Web Site at www.grummanretireeclub
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Postage Paid

Attn:  Retiree Club
Northrop Grumman Corporation
925 South Oyster Bay Road
Bethpage, NY 11714

NORTHROP GRUMMAN
Benefits Center 1-800 - 894 - 4194
Investment Plan 1-800 - 894 - 4194

Monday - Friday 9AM to 6PM ET
Benefits On Line:
www.benefits.northgrum.com
OneExchange: 1-855-832-0976
     Monday - Friday, 8AM - 9PM ET

https://medicare.oneexchange.com/ngc

Newsletter
Editor:  Neil Klaskin
Nostalgia Coordinator: Charles Mooney

Grumman Retiree Club, Inc.
Phone: (516) 575-3777
Fax: (516) 575-8715
Website: www.grummanretireeclub.org
E-mail: grumrc@gmail.com

Officers
Bob Ripp  - President   
Pat Sullivan   - Vice President
Lou Kubat  - Secretary
Frank Rizzo  - Treasurer
Nick Bazzicalupo - Sgt-at-Arms


