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To our Retiree Club members:

We are pleased to report that members have volunteered for the officer 
positions listed in our September Newsletter. These individuals will 
become officers for the 2019 calendar year.
Of all the reasons members had for being reluctant to volunteer, two  
in particular stand out: the number of duties and the complexity of some 
of the duties of these offices. To help all members understand what  
it takes to keep the Club functioning, we want to clarify what the functions 
and responsibilities of the officers of the Parent Chapter (Bethpage) are. 
The Bethpage Chapter is one chapter among 17 Club Chapters. It is also 
the Parent Chapter of the Grumman Retiree Club. The officers of the 
Bethpage Chapter are also the officers of the Grumman Retiree Club.
In addition to activities involved in conducting Bethpage Chapter business, 
the officers of the Bethpage Chapter perform the following functions  
for the benefit of all the members of the Grumman Retiree Club:

Administrative:

1.  Interface with Northrop Grumman management about areas of mutual 
interest. Provide all documentation required by Northrop Grumman 
annually to maintain official club status. (Northrop Grumman provides 
an annual stipend to the Club.)

2.  Ensure that we comply with all regulations regarding the Club’s 501(c)
(3) status.

3.  Act as custodian of the Grumman F-14 aircraft on display at the 
Bethpage site and the EA-6B at the Air Power Museum. 

4.  Conduct quarterly meetings with the Board of Directors and maintain 
official records of the meetings.

5.  Maintain an all-volunteer staff and an office in Building 15 (with all 
necessary equipment: phones, computers, desks, supplies, etc.) to 
conduct Club business. 

6.  Maintain a database of all Club members, with: current address (and for 
snowbirds, the alternative temporary address), record of dues payment, 
next of kin, etc.

continued on page 2

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Invitation to the Cradle of Aviation Celebration of the First Lunar Landing.

See page sixteen
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Letter to Retiree Club Members
(continued from Page One)

7.    Update the database to reflect member passing. Communicate with family of deceased, encouraging 
survivor’s continued membership in the Club. Provide all Death Notice information to the editor of 
the monthly Newsletter. 

8.   Maintain records of and acknowledge member donations to the Scholarship Fund and the Club’s 
charitable activities.

9.   Work with the Newsletter editor and publisher to provide a monthly newsletter which is sent to all 
Club members 

10. Maintain the Retiree Club web site.
11. Conduct ongoing recruitment of new members.
12. Maintain communication with Chapters as required.
13.  Are available to respond to questions from members of all Chapters on subjects emailed or called 

into the office.

Financial:

1. Provide an annual budget to the Board of Directors for approval.
2. Collect all annual dues from members and enter information into database. 
3. Send dues reminders to members who have not paid dues by April of the current year.
4. Establish a chart of accounts to systematically record transactions.
5. Process all bills for payment.
6. File annual Federal and State tax returns.
7. Make contributions to charities as approved by the Board.

The Club’s By-Laws state that our Club was established to promote and enhance charitable, scholastic, 
and philanthropic activities for the community and on a national basis through its chapters located 
throughout the United States. We have a proud history, and look forward to continuing that tradition.

Sincerely,
Your Club officers

GRUMMAN RETIREE CLUB NEWSLETTER

(USPS # 023-096) Volume 51, Issue 11, November 2018, is published monthly (except August) by Grumman  
Retiree Club, Inc. Address: Northrop Grumman Corp, M/S Retiree/BP15, 925 South Oyster Bay Road,  
Bethpage, NY 11714. Periodical postage rates paid at Bethpage, NY. Subscriptions rates of $15 are paid 
through membership dues.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: Grumman Retiree Club, Inc. c/o Command Direct / 310 Oser Ave 
/ Hauppauge, NY  11788-3608
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Scholarship Program Contributions

Our 2019 Scholarship Program begins now! 

Remember: Your Scholarship Program 
donations are tax deductible.

Every little bit counts . . . It all adds up. Please 
keep your (tax deductible) donations coming 
. . . Send your checks (payable to Retiree 
Scholarship Fund) to: Scholarship Fund,  
PO Box 0748, Bethpage NY 11714-0748.

*********************************************************

QUARTERLY 50/50  SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE
Members of All Chapters May Participate!

Enter  often. Multiple winners possible. 
Max prize: $500 for any one  person, 

in any one drawing. 
 Winners announced in the Newsletter.

Send a filled-in raffle ticket (below) and a check 
(payable to Grumman Retiree Club Scholarship 
Fund),  to: Retiree Club Scholarship program,  
PO Box 0748, Bethpage, NY, 11714-0748.  

Each raffle entry is $5.00  

Please indicate how many raffles 
you are purchasing.

This Raffle benefits the Scholarship Fund only.

Scholarship Program 50/50 Raffle Ticket

_______________________________________
Name
_______________________________________
Address

Town _______________State ____ Zip _______

Phone (optional) _____________________

Number of Raffles Purchased _____

Bethpage Chapter

October 24, 2018

Chilly weather brought out the retirees in record 
number and they brought ravenous appetites to 
the October meeting in the Crest Hollow CC.  After 
a fantastic lunch, President Bob Ripp welcomed 
everyone and Sergeant-at-Arms Nick Bazzicalupo 
led the Pledge of Allegiance. A moment of silence 
was observed for our departed friends and for the 
well-being of the men and women in the service of 
our country who fight and die for our freedom. 

Bob, then introduced guest speaker Jean Kelly 
from the INN (Interfaith Nutrition Network). The INN 
operates Emergency Shelters, a Long-Term Housing 
Program, a large soup kitchen, and a social services 
center co-located with the soup kitchen. Jean said 
the operation started 35 years ago with the opening 
of a soup kitchen in Hempstead, NY. That kitchen 
still functions today. They now serve about 300 
hot, nutritious meals a day, but their services have 
grown to also provide showers, a food pantry, and 
a clothing boutique - all staffed with volunteers. 
Jean asked that we consider the INN when a loved 
one passes and their clothes are to be discarded. 
Instead of throwing the departed’s clothes away, 
donate them to the INN. 

After starting to feed the hungry and homeless, 
most in profound poverty, Jean’s group realized 
that the INN needed to partner with these people 
in a dignified and respectful manner, but they 
needed more to break the cycle of poverty that the 
recipients, for the most part, had been born into and 
had experienced all their lives. In 2016, they formed 
the Center for Transformative Change, co-located 
with the soup kitchen. At the Center, they provide 
services to assist in achieving self-sufficiency. 

Now, they also provide assistance in obtaining IDs and 
in accessing public benefits, housing, employment, 
insurance enrollment, computers, transportation, 
and offer specialized approaches to working with the 
profoundly homeless population. Many of these people 
are challenged with PTSD, depression, anger issues, 
and other often serious mental health conditions.  
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This service has grown from serving 150 per 
month to over 400 per month, with a total of over 
3000 people helped. They now partner with a host 
of organizations (e.g., Literacy Nassau; the Nassau 
Human Rights Commission [for employment]; LI 
coalition for the Homeless [for housing]; Planned 
Parenthood; Nassau County Women’s Bar 
Association; Northwell Health; and Fidelis/United 
Health Care). After Jean’s talk, Pat gave her our 
donation of $300, which Jean gratefully accepted 
with tears in her eyes. 

L to R:
Bob Ripp, Jean Kelly, Pat Sullivan

 
Business – Bob Ripp asked if there were 
any corrections or additions to the September 
Newsletter. It was announced that, by mistake, 
there is a coupon for a November meeting in the 
Newsletter. Bob said to disregard the November 
coupon as that meeting was cancelled since it 
would occur too close to Thanksgiving and very 
few would attend a meeting. With that change, the 
minutes of the September meeting were accepted.

Birthdays: 
Marion Abbott - 83 years 

Karen Aker - 71 yesrd
Sal Manziello - 94 years 

Ruth Carr -  95 years 
And a very special shout out to

Bertha Budeshine Dutine - 100 years! - Hooray!!
Happy Birthday all.

Anniversaries – None

Community Relations – VP Pat Sullivan 
announced the passing of devoted member Harry 
“Pro” Prodromides, at 91. He was an avid supporter 
of the Club who, in many of his roles, ran our 
blood drives and spoke on many occasions to our 
meetings on fire safety in the home. Pat announced 
that a donation was made in his name to the Cradle 
of Aviation where he volunteered for 16 years. 
Pat also said that we donated to Wreaths Across 
America which places wreaths on veterans’  
graves at the Calverton National Cemetery  
at Christmas time. 

Pat reminded the audience that the November 
Membership meeting has been cancelled and 
checks should not be sent in. If a check is received, 
it will be shredded immediately. 

Pat announced the Holiday Luncheon at the CHCC 
will be on December 19th. Come on out for a great 
time. (Reservation form: Page 19.)

Treasurer Reports – 
Retiree Club Report: Frank Rizzo was not at 
the meeting but Bob assured everyone that all 
finances are stable. 
Scholarship Fund Report: Fund Treasurer Linda 
Perrotta provided the monthly Scholarship Fund 
report which included the period of the Summer 
months. Linda thanked all the members who  
have so generously donated this year to the 
Scholarship Fund. 

Travel- Nick Bazzicalupo –
Trip to The Staaten “Byrne Brothers Three Irish 
Tenors- fabulous singing entertainment, a comedian, 
one hour Open Bar, full luncheon and dancing – 
$94 pp. To date, only 30 people have signed up;  
ten more are required for the group to have  
a dedicated bus.
NOTE: For trips DO NOT call the Retiree Office. 
Call Rendezvous Travel at 516-867-8747.

Prize Winners – 
Community Relations 50/50: Ernie Finamore, 
Barbara Bell, Pete Fales, and Edna Grudzinski.
Door Prizes: Dorothy Leogrande, Dave Durst, 
Lucille Orlando, and Karen Aker
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Scholarship 50/50: Nick Bazzicalupo and Roberta 
Piezzo
Quarterly Scholarship Drawing: ($123) to Richard 
Fox of East Islip

President Bob Ripp addressed the issue of the 
possible Club closure in 2019. Bob noted that there 
now appears to be a proposed slate to go to the 
Board of Directors. Assuming the BoD approves 
the slate and the replacement approach, the slate 
will be announced and voted on at the January 
meeting. This will insure club continuation for at 
least another year at which time an additional 
slate must be established. Bob noted that, since 
publishing the possible Club demise notification, 
he has received many calls from people saying that 
they are experiencing the same situation in other 
clubs to which they belong, such as the Knights of 
Columbus or the VFW.

Bob announced that the dues renewal application 
will not be in the December Newsletter since it 
has been the Club’s experience that when people 
send in their dues in December, they often forget 
and resend them in the first quarter of the following 
year. This causes extra work in the office. The dues 
renewal form will be in the January and February 
Newsletters with all dues being payable no later 
than March 31, 2019.

The meeting was adjourned with the singing of  
“God Bless America.”

By: Lou Kubat, Sec’y

Meeting Schedule.

November – No Meeting 
December 19 – Holiday Luncheon

(Reservation Form: Page 19) 

January 23
February: no meeting

March 27

*************************************************

CALIFORNIA / Golden West

The October meeting of the Golden West Retiree 
Club Chapter was held at the Eagles Lodge,  
in Oxnard, CA. Ten members attended.

John Urgo led the pledge of Allegiance, and Fred 
Syrett gave the prayer.

Lunch and a business meeting followed.

Al Carter, Jim Smith, and John Urgo did a picture 
presentation of some of our fellow workers from 
over the years at Point Mugu. People we have not 
seen in 30 years. 

Herb Holler was the 50/50 winner this month.

By: Fred Syrett, President.

*****************************************************

CALIFORNIA / San Diego

On Saturday, October 6, thirty-two folks gathered 
for our annual picnic - it was a record turnout. 
Traveling the longest distance to attend our picnic 
was Grumman retiree Dan Bagnell, who drove all 
the way from Missouri to join us.

Our picnic was held at Hilltop Park in Rancho 
Penasquitos, located just a few miles North of 
Miramar Marine Corps Air Station. Normally we 
welcome the ocean breezes on this hillside, but on 
this very overcast day, it was very chilly - not the 
normal sunny, warm temps we expect in October.

Food was plentiful, including ribs, chicken, baked 
beans, and macaroni salad prepared by Phil’s 
BBQ, a long-standing favorite on the San Diego 
BBQ scene since 1998. Picnic attendees brought 
additional salads and dessert. Needless-to-say, no 
one went away hungry from our picnic.

The lucky 50/50 winners were Dennis Klapwyk and 
Howard Lindquist.
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Lots of birthdays celebrated from June through 
October: Amy Askins, Betz Bartels, Jim Bartels, 
Mary Belay, Pete Belay, Clyde Cain, Sally Cain, 
Sue Callahan, Dwaine Howell, Roxanne Howell, 
Eleanor Kirvin, Annette Klapwyk, Howard Lindquist, 
Barbara Mosley, Armand Salvi, Al Schaefer, Bob 
Stalter, Roxie Stalter, Christina Vonderheyden, 
Chuck Walters, Elizabeth Walters, Tom Whitehead, 
and Maryam Wilson.

June through October wedding anniversary 
congrats go out to Clyde & Sally Cain, Gordon & 
Marge Cargill, Dwaine & Roxanne Howell, Armand 
& Santi Salvi, Bob & Roxie Stalter, and Chuck & 
Elizabeth Walters. 

It is with heartfelt sadness that we report the 
October 8 passing of Frank Huttle, a much admired, 
highly respected, and extremely well liked member 
of our Chapter. Our condolences, as well as our 
thoughts and prayers, go out to Frank’s family.

Looking ahead, we’ll wrap up the year with our 
Christmas luncheon on Thursday, December 
13, at one of our club’s favorite restaurants, the 
94th Aero Squadron.

Put this luncheon date on your calendar and 
plan to join us in December!

By: Bill Roeckl, Sec’y. billroeckl@cox.net

*****************************************************

FLORIDA / First Coast

October 16, 2018

Today, we held our fall picnic at Treaty Park, in 
Saint Augustine. A bit warmer than expected but 
“another day in paradise”

Forty members, spouses, and guests enjoyed the 
day of fun and food. As always, hot dogs started 
sizzling at 10AM. Thanks to Pete Foster and Tom 
Walsh for contributing and cooking the “red hots”.

At Noon, President Fred led us in the Pledge and 
a blessing.

Fred gave member John Leslie a moment to 
announce the Vietnam Veterans Association, Leo 
C. Chase Chapter 1084, is collecting donations of 
goods and funds to aid in support of the victims of 
Hurricane Michael, in the Florida Pan Handle. John 
is President of Chapter 1084. All VVA chapters in 
our region are collecting and will deliver a truckload 
to Tallahassee this weekend for distribution.

We had our grilled burgers and all the trimmings. 
Our Thanks to Art Gohler Grill Master. Also, Thanks 
to all those who brought something to share: 
Salads, fruit, baked beans, cakes, and cookies.  
No one went home hungry.

Eight of us went to the improved bocce courts  
for our tournament. First place was taken by Art 
Gohler & Steve Cacace. Second Place to Vic Smits 
& Gene Earley, followed by Ron & Ralph Davies,  
in third place. 

Thanks to Fred Bauer for handling the coolers, 
grills, bocce equipment, and various supplies. 

Thanks to all who helped with set up and stayed 
to clean up.

Next meeting: November 13, at the Ichiban Buffet 
on US-1 in St Augustine. 

Future meeting: December 11. 

By: Steve Cacace, Sec’y. [sremkkc@comcast.net]

*************************************************

FLORIDA / Manasota West

Our October 10th meeting was held at the Pier 22 
restaurant in Bradenton. Those in attendance were 
happy President Ted Martines had recuperated 
enough to facilitate the meeting. We were scheduled 
to meet in the Aquarium room but the attendees 
thought the AC provided for the fish wasn’t warm 
enough for our seasoned Floridians, so we moved 
into the main room and a table for our eight attendees. 
Our regular room, overlooking the Manatee River,  
is now being utilized by a larger group.
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Attendees included Ted & Diane Martines, Bob & 
Beth Nyberg, John & Cathy DeGeorge, and Ray & 
Ruth Weick. 

The meeting was an informal gathering without 
formal meeting constraints; no reports, just lively 
conversation. Discussion highlights were medical 
with related insurance coverage; DNA results 
for those who have been curious - results were 
somewhat enlightening and often unexpected. 

We also discussed other chapters and organizations 
having membership issues. Ray belonged to a 
Navy “Blimp” group, which has disbanded due to 
aging membership. 

Pres. Ted spoke about the “Doolittle” raiders of 
WWII. Cathy DeGeorge and Beth Nyberg, our 
medical spouses, spoke of hospital happenings 
where they have worked.

In closing our discussions, the group unanimously 
elected Ted to find a more conveniently located 
restaurant at University Town Center (UTC) for 
the Nov 14th meeting. Specifically, the “Bonefish 
Grill” was recommended as a choice to consider. 
More to come on this over the next weeks; email 
and phone calls will be made in advance so our 
members can plan to attend.

Our chapter has heard from some of our less 
mobile members who wish everyone well:
-Jim Murray, our long-time Treasurer, is feeling well 
and sharing his senior years with his wife, Marie, 
in their apartment home overlooking the Manatee 
River. 
-Frank Poplowski wishes all well and is still at his 
Lakehouse West retirement home. 
-Con Gilsenan is currently at Village Walk Senior 
Living on main street in Patchogue, NY. We hope 
Con got to see the eight Budweiser Clydesdales, 
bringing beer kegs to Main Street restaurants and 
bars. this past Wednesday evening in celebration 
of the opening of the new home of their subsidiary, 
Blue Point Brewery, on Main Street.

More information on time and location of our future 
meetings will be coming to members via email; 

phone calls will be made to those who have notified 
us of discontinued computer access.

By: John Zinna, Sec’y/Treasurer [941-705-2690]

*************************************************

FLORIDA / SouthWest 

There were 11 of us in attendance at the Tara 
Woods Clubhouse for our October 9th meeting. 

We remembered Barbara Sidaras, Willy Wolter, 
and Mary Cummiskey in our opening prayer due 
to their health concerns. 

Our condolences were extended to Peter Harrington 
for the recent passing of his wife, Anne. 

George and Janet Daly prepared a tasty and 
spectacular lunch of Beef-on-Kimmel (Kimmelweck, 
a favorite from Buffalo, NY), salads, and tomato 
bisque soup. Desserts were home made by Gloria 
Conklin.  We had chocolate chip cookies, triple 
fudge cake, and Lady Finger pineapple cheese 
cake. The Lady Fingers were purchased on Long 
Island, from Patchogue.  

Our meeting was mainly a chat session where we 
enjoyed good food and companionship. 

At our next meeting, we will have guest speakers 
from Crime Prevention. Please bring a friend or two 
to this very informative meeting. Safety items will 
be available for sale, and the speakers will provide 
free brochures. 

If you would like to pay your 2019 dues ($15):  
we will start collecting at the November meeting. 

Final meeting of 2018: November 13, 11:30AM, 
at Golden Corral, Route 41 in Punta Gorda ($13). 

We will not assemble again until the second 
Tuesday in February. Then, we will meet in March 
and April of 2019.

By: Clem Moors, President 
[clemtony@juno.com; 631-513-1737]
*************************************************
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FLORIDA / Space Coast

October 17, 2018

Precisely at Noon, interim “Gavel Banger” Joe 
Mullings called our meeting to order, leading 
the Pledge of Allegiance. Sergeant-at-Arms  
Ed Romano, in his invocation, made special note 
of our fellow Floridians in the Eastern Florida Pan-
Handle suffering from Hurricane Michael.

Following our buffet lunch, Joe introduced our 
guests, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hedrick from our 
local outstanding and unique Veterans Transitional 
Facility. They are sponsored by Vietnam and  
All Veterans of Brevard Inc. to provide absolutely 
free shelter and sustenance for male and female 
veterans and their immediate families. They operate 
ten former one bedroom motel units, each of which 
houses two veterans or a family. These units  
are supported by a central facility which provides  
a free breakfast and a hot dinner. Clothes, toiletries, 
gas cards, and bus passes are also provided 
to support the veterans seeking employment. 
Occupancy is generally limited to 3-9 months as 
every effort is made to get the veterans jobs and 
permanent housing.

As Mr. Hedrick got into the strict “no nonsense” 
rules of this facility (zero tolerance for drugs or 
alcohol; 8PM curfew) he became rather emotional. 
He revealed that he and his wife were living in 
their car when they were rehabilitated by former 
operators of this facility. It is indeed difficult for all 
of us to appreciate both the physical and emotional 
strain these two people endure as they make daily 
“go-no-go” decisions for troubled veterans trying to 
make the conversion back to civilian life. 

While expressing thanks for the financial support 
of individuals and organizations such as ours 
that make it possible to run a such a program, 
he singled out Home Depot, which came in and 
completely rejuvenated their entire facility free of 
charge!

Following the presentation, Joe Mullings called for 
members wishing to make a donation to the VTF 
Thanksgiving dinner, traditionally sponsored by 
our Chapter, to give their donations to Treasurer 
Bill Waldron. Subsequently, it was revealed that 
our “regular” anonymous donor had once gain 
contributed $300 for the dinner - following past 
practices. Extra club donations will be applied for 
general yuletide expenses, particularly for the four 
children currently housed at the facility.

Old/New Business: Joe then called upon our 
Secretary to report on the search to fill the 
vacant posts in our officer ranks, highlighted by 
the recent loss of our President Bob Prais due to 
several severe medical problems. Bill reported 
on complete success, introducing a nominating 
motion to the membership in attendance. With just 
a brief discussion on the language of the motion, it 
was resoundingly approved.

Our leadership problem seems to be solved as the 
members voted in the following officers to serve in 
a term extending from this date to the close of the 
meeting in October 2020:

President   Maureen Ayers
Exec. Vice President Joseph Mullings
2nd Vice President  Rob VanName

Other Staff positions remaining in effect: 
 
Treasurer   Bill Waldron
Sgt.-at-Arms   Ed Romano
Communications  Don Powell
Secretary   Bill Steenson
Scholarship   Jim Glover
Historian/Gremlins  George Graefe
Past President  Bob Prais

With this move it appears that we now have a 
leadership base to carry us through the next 
two years as we seek to provide informative and 
entertaining programs to our members, support 
our scholarship and veterans’ programs and attract 
more of the new generation of retirees.
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Sunshine - Chet Emery (321-254-2562): No 
report. Members are urged to keep Chet informed 
of any problems with our members.

Treasurer’s Report: Bill Waldron reported 
satisfactory balances in both the regular and 
Scholarship accounts with all eight scholarship 
commitments paid for the year. He acknowledged 
the previously noted anonymous contribution to 
the Veterans Transitional Facility for Thanksgiving 
Dinner. 

There was a discussion of the preparations for the 
50th anniversary of the Lunar Landing.

Two new members were welcomed aboard: 
Roberta Flaherty and Robert (Bob) Duerr

Scholarship: Jim Glover reported all is well.

Travel: Our new travel maven, Frank Van 
Langen, distributed circulars soliciting members’ 
interest in various travel outings. 

Employee Birthdays October: Leonard 
Anderson, Everett Bennett, Peter Saladino, Terry 
Vourakis, Frank Filipo, Richard Cheslack, and 
Gary Bigel

Spouse Birthdays October: Trish Woodruff, 
Patricia Susan Reilly

Anniversaries October: Ron & Beverly Heuer, 
Chet & Anna Lee Emery, Leonard & Barbara 
Anderson, Bel & Josephine Carter, Peter & Virginia 
Saladino, Gordon & Trish Woodruff, Bill & Camille 
Steenson, Ed & Katherine Barty, and Larry & 
Winnie Pike

50/50 Drawing: We had six 50/50s. Our Halloween 
holiday Basket, consisting of two bottles of wine 
and chips, crackers, cheese wedges, pumpkin 
brownies, and Swiss cookies, was won by Jim 
Glover.

Congratulations to all

Closing Note: Mark your calendar for 
Wednesday, November 14th for a very special 
program. There are significant changes coming 

to the Federal Tax Code which may affect, in a 
positive manner, such things as the eligibility of 
veterans to receive monthly aid. Our program will 
include Mr. Jim Delaura, of Whittaker -Cooper/
Raymond James, who will brief us on changes 
coming in the New Year.

Future Meetings - 
11/14/2018 and 12/12/2018

*****************************************************

FLORIDA / Treasure Coast

Our October 18th meeting was held at Manero’s 
Restaurant.

We had 30 members attend the meeting. Lawrence 
Regier led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance 
and a Prayer for all.

President Dan Knowles advised us to make sure 
our Medicare supplements are what we want, or 
act soon if we wish to change the supplement.

Birthdays:
Lynn Beckmann
Walt Ludwig
Rob Fink

Deceased: Jim Jordan

The meeting was adjourned by Dan Knowles.
 
Next Meeting: November 15, at Manero’s

By: Janet Cuce [jjcuce@comcast.net]

*****************************************************
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GEORGIA / Peach Pit

The October 16, 2018 meeting at El Tequila Mexican 
Restaurant, in Milledgeville, Ga. started at 12:30 
p.m. There were 13 present when President Paul 
Bernichon called the meeting to order, welcomed 
those present and lead attendees in The Pledge  
of Allegiance. Chaplain designee Mike McCabe 
gave the Blessing that was followed by the meal 
and fellowship.

Old Business:
A motion by Vincent Ciampa, and seconded 
by Ernie Godbee to waive reading of the  
September 18, 2018 business minutes was made. 
There were no changes offered, either by proxy  
or by those present, and the motion passed.                 

New Business:
President Paul continued with the below: 
Following last month’s call for Chapter members  
to serve in Office through years 2019 and 2020,  
we have: 

* Chapter President Guil Mauldin
* Vice President Frank Campbell
* Treasurer Joe Sansotta
* Secretary Lew Iuliucci
* Sargent-at-Arms Ted Zarkowsky
* Chaplain Betty Johnson

A motion by Mike McCabe, and seconded by 
Josephine Harrelson, to release a completed 
Ballot to every Chapter Member for a vote received 
no objections by proxy or by those present. The 
motion thereby passed. Votes are returnable by 
November 19, 2018 and will be counted at the 
November 20, 2018 Business Meeting. [Note: 
Swearing-In Ceremony is to be held at the January 
2019 Business Meeting.]

October Happy Birthday wishes were extended  
to: Mary Archer [17th], Florella Crouch [26th],  
Jesse Griffin [2nd], Mike McCabe [17th], and  
Earl Seagle [22nd]. 

Wedding Anniversary wishes were extended to: 
Mike & Pam McCabe [26th], and Steve & Kathy 
Willis [27th].

Treasurer Joe Sansotta gave a financial status. 
[Note: Members wishing to make a financial gift to 
the Chapter’s Community Service Fund may do so 
by writing a personal check (payable to: Grumman-
Northrop Grumman Retiree Club. Write, on the 
line “FOR”: Georgia Chapter’s Community Service 
Fund.”) Mail to Joe Sansotta, 3748 Sussex Drive 
NE, Milledgeville, Georgia 31061.

Also, gift checks to the Club’s Scholarship Fund 
(noting on the “For” line of the check: “Scholarship 
Fund”) should be sent to Joe for forwarding  
to the Club]. 

In memoriam:

Grummanite Leonard Hammerschmith 
passed away Sept 29, in Milledgeville, Georgia,

Grummanite Hershel Etheridge 
passed away Oct 4 in Milledgeville, Georgia

Grummanite David Brown 
passed away Oct 11 in Milledgeville, Georgia.

Our prayers and condolences are  
extended to their families.

Herman Archer is under the weather. We wish him 
a speedy recovery. 

Guil Mauldin won the 75/25 Fund raiser raffle and 
donated his winnings back to our Community 
Service Fund. Thank You, Guil. 

Community Service:
a.] Volunteerism continues as members and 
spouses aid various causes including Pints of 
Blood/Platelets. 
b.] A gift check with cover letter was sent to The 
Baldwin and Jones County Boys & Girls Club, on 
Columbus Day [October 8, 2018).



11

Program:
Speaker Joe Winters, of the Sinclair Water 
Management Authority spoke about the Authority’s 
responsibilities and activities. The Authority 
oversees Baldwin and Putnam County Water 
Supplies. Joe was very was informative and 
interesting. Thank You, Joe. Well done.

A motion by Guil Mauldin and seconded by Joe 
Sansotta to end the Business Meeting carried. 
Adjournment was at 1:30PM.

Next Meeting: November 20, 2018, 12:30PM,  
at El Tequila Mexican Restaurant (on Garrett Way, 
in Milledgeville, GA 31061). The program, if any, 
will be announced later.
By: Paul Bernichon
[paulb0823@gmail.com; 478-452-2563]

****************************************************
Maryland / Glen Arm

The Chapter did not meet in October.

Our next meeting is scheduled for December 
18th

The Glen Arm Chapter sends out wishes  
for a Happy Thanksgiving to all.

Remember: Next Meeting will be held  
on December 18th, 6:30PM, at the Golden Corral 
in the White Marsh, MD area. The address is:  
7908 Rossville Blvd, Baltimore, MD 21236

If you have any questions or suggestions, please 
contact President Rick Swinder [410-977-7829; 
rickswinder@gmail.com]

By: Joe Svach, Chapter Sec’y.

*****************************************************

New England North

No report of Chapter activity.

***************************************************** 

  NEW YORK
Eastern Long Island Chapter

President Bert Moller welcomed 14 members 
to our Oct 17th meeting.  Sergeant-at-Arms Bill 
Dwyer led the Pledge of Allegiance. Bert read a 
short prayer for our servicemen and women in 
harm’s way. 

Secretary Bob Albert read the previous meeting’s 
minutes and Treasurer Bill Dwyer gave the financial 
report. Both were accepted as read. 

Members discussed suggestions for charitable 
donations (Wounded Warriors?) and decided we 
need to come up with more ideas to discuss at our 
next meeting. 

Our group discussed a possible Bethpage 
Chapter shut down in 2019 and how we can keep  
our Chapter together if that were to happen. 
Dutch Rotzinger reported the passing of these 
Grummanites:

Donald Zager (9/30)
Everet K. Budd (9/27)

Richard A. Oman (10/11)
G. Gordon Sammis (10/6)
Harry Prodromides (10/11)

Our condolences to friends and families  
of the deceased.

To report any deaths, illnesses, etc: contact Bill 
Mytko [1-864-225-4927 or ermytko@yahoo.com] 

Birthdays for October: 
Gordon Baylis, Nicholas DiPierro, Arthur 
Gustavson, Edie Hofmann, and Paul W. Ziems  

Anniversaries: 
Barbara & Edward Matthews and Ruth & Gordon 
Bayliss.
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Congrats to our 
Birthday & Anniversary Celebrants!

Any errors or omissions of birthdays, anniversaries, 
etc: contact Bob Albert [631-585-7987]. 

Our Christmas Party is scheduled for Dec. 19th 
at J&R’s Steakhouse in Calverton (scene of last 
year’s party!) All who plan to attend need to contact 
Bob Albert [631-585-7987]: We need a head count! 

There were three 50/50 winners . . . Millie Roth & 
Bob Schaefer returned winnings. Thanx! 

Meeting was then adjourned. 

Next Meeting: Nov. 21, at the Coram Diner 
(Routes 25 & 112, Coram, NY). Lunch ($15)  
at Noon; meeting to follow.

Future meetings: 
Dec 19, 2018; Jan 16, 2019; Feb 20, 2019.

2019 Dues are $15!

Happy Halloween and Happy Thanksgiving!

By: Bob Albert, VP/Sec’y. [631-585-7987]

*****************************************************

NORTH CAROLINA
Eastern Carolina Chapter

The Chapter canceled the scheduled September 
12 meeting in anticipation of Hurricane 
Florence, which was predicted to be likely to 
make landfall in their area.  

From the President of the North Carolina / 
Eastern Carolinas Chapter:

Saturday, September 30

“The Eastern Carolina Chapter will not be 
holding an October meeting as many members 
are still dealing with issues as a result of 
damage from Hurricane Florence. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for Nov. 7, 
2018 and will be held at the Golden Corral in 
Jacksonville, NC at Noon.  

I apologize for not responding sooner but we 
have been without power and internet access 
until recently.” 

By: Peter McNamee

*****************************************************

PENNSYLVANIA 
Northeastern Pennsylvania Chapter

 
The loyal members of the Northeast Chapter met at 
the Alpine Restaurant in Honesdale for Octoberfest, 
on Thursday, October 18th, at Noon. The day was 
sunny and brisk. As always, the food was excellent, 
and the friendship outstanding. In other words,  
it was a terrific day.
 
Treasurer Fred Rademacher stated that dues are 
due. They are still $15. Make your checks out to: 
“NEPA Grumman Retiree Club”, and not to Fred. 
All dues are due by December 31st.
 
There was a brief discussion about the last Club 
Newsletter, which had another Chapter stating 
they were having problems with attendance  
at meetings. Their decision was the same as ours. 
No matter what happens with the parent Club, we 
will still meet as the Retiree Club. The only thing 
we were not sure of, was: If the Parent Club does 
fail, what will happen to the Newsletter? As for  
us here in NEPA, I will still publish a report on our 
get-togethers, to keep our members informed as 
to what is happening. 
 
October Birthdays: 
Daniel Knowles, and Richard Petrusa.
 
October Anniversary: Edward & Marianne 
Sparkowski
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The cannoli twins were at it again at the Alpine. 
Since this is a German-American Restaurant, 
they do not have cannolis. Sparky had ordered a 
Kronut (not sure of spelling) roll, which is chocolate 
mousse, wrapped in nuts, topped with honey and 
chocolate syrup.  Well, the twins thought that 
looked good and ordered one. Yes, one and split 
it, just like the cannoli. What’s next?
 
Next Meeting: November 15th, Noon, at the 
Boathouse, Route 507, Hawley. This is the meeting 
where we plan our Christmas Meeting at Kays. 
Remember: the December meeting is the last 
meeting for this year as the Retiree Club. After  
the December meeting, we will break for the  
winter months.
 
So, see you at the Boathouse.
 
By: Edward J. Sparkowski, Sac’s/ Chaplain
[570-698-7182; firefly417@verizon.net]

*****************************************************

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Coastal  Carolinas Chapter

October 3, 2018

Our meeting, which was attended by 12 members, 
was held at Damon’s Restaurant, Myrtle Beach, 
and was very productive. It was a beautiful day and 
we enjoyed our lunch as we watched the waves roll 
in. It was peaceful for all after Hurricane Florence.  
All survived with very little damage.

The meeting was called to order by President 
Robert Joyce. Sergeant-at-Arms Nancy Webber 
led us in the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment 
of silence. 

Birthdays and anniversaries were announced:
Birthday: Barbara Raulsome (10/7)
Anniversary: Faye & Harold Katzenberger (10/19).

The Secretary’s Minutes were accepted as sent.

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted as read, 
seconded and approved.

50/50 drawing was won by the Raulsomes and  
the Webbers.

Sunshine Committee reported that Faye 
Katzenberger has not had her surgery yet. The 
doctors have found a new procedure that might 
work on her kidney. Also, Mary Maron is currently 
in rehab to strengthen her back. Please keep these 
members, and all members who could not attend 
the meeting, in your prayers.

Old Business: The trip planned for November to 
the Alabama Theater has been cancelled due to 
lack of participation. Suggestions were made as 
to where we should hold our November meeting. 
Suggestions were: Sunny Side Up Dinner, in North 
Carolina; Friendly’s, in South Carolina; and Sam 
Snead’s, in South Carolina. The Secretary will 
check into these restaurants to see which one is 
available.

New Business: We discussed election of officers 
and had volunteers for all the offices, so we 
decided to take a vote at this meeting. Officers 
voted on and accepted are as follows: 

President: Edward Raulsome 
Vice President: Robert Joyce,
Secretary: Barbara Raulsome,
Treasurer: Donald Webber
Sergeant-At-Arms: Nancy Webber 

Also, Carol Joyce volunteered to take care of 
the Sunshine Committee. Thanks to all who 
volunteered.

Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 7,  
at Noon, at SAM SNEAD’S OAK GRILL & TAVERN, 
1004 Glen Forest Road, Myrtle Beach, SC.  
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Phone: 843-903-3150. This is a new place  
that we are trying out, so hope to see all of you  
at the meeting.

Our Christmas Party, to be held at Sea Captain’s 
House Restaurant, 3002 N. Ocean Blvd.,  
Myrtle Beach, SC. [843-448-8082] will be on 
December 5, 2018.

Hope all is well and we will see you at the  
next meeting.

By: Barbara Raulsome, Sec’y.
[910-579-3049; tomcat14d@verizon.net] 

*****************************************************

VIRGINIA 
Central Virginia Chapter 

 
We hope you were not radically affected by hurricane 
Michael.  We got all of 3.5 inches of rain, but no  
wind damage.
 
Our second meeting of the year was held at 
Crab Louie’s Seafood Restaurant. We had six in 
attendance, a very small, select group.  The group 
included Anna Dannenhoffer, Benita Drexler Ed 
Samson, Beverly & Frank Purstell and their guest, 
Frank Edwards.  Our seafood luncheon was 
enjoyed by all.  

Mary Anne Muller was under the weather.  We 
hope she gets well very soon.  

Harold Case & Fred Meiners were at the antique 
auto show in Penn.
 
I was informed that an ex-Grummanite Judy Zupp 
moved from Pennsylvania to the Legacy retirement 
home in Stanton.  She had been a member of the 
Retiree Club’s Pennsylvania Chapter. I have made 
several phone calls to the Legacy to make contact 
with her, with no success, and she has not returned 
my calls.  I will attempt to leave a message at 
the desk that we were trying to invite her to  
our meetings.
   

Next Meeting: Nov.14, 12:30 PM, at: 
Sal’s Italian Restaurant & Grill in Fork Union
4316 James Madison Highway
Fork Union VA 23055
 
Directions:  Off I-64, take exit 136 for US 15.  
Go South towards Gordonville/Palmyra. Follow  
Rt. 15 about 36 mi.  The restaurant will be on your 
left, at the end of the shopping center, opposite the 
Fork Union Diner.
 
All Grumman, Northrop, and local Sperry retirees 
and guests are welcome to join us.
 
2019 DUES time: Our yearly dues will remain  
at $15!
 
Send the check (made out to: “GRC - CV Chapter” 
or “Frank Purstell”) to:  
Frank Purstell
317 Meadow Beauty Ct.
Waynesboro, VA 22980

****************************************************
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In Memoriam

Heartfelt sympathy is extended to the families and friends of these deceased  members:  

 

 

  Barry, Peter     Northport, NY   09/23/2018

  Budd, Everett   Amityville, NY   09/18/2018

  Horn, Kin    Flushing, NY   04/12/2018

  Oman, Richard   Huntington, NY   10/08/2018

  Pace, Thomas   Deerfield, FL   09/08/2018

  Prodromides, Harry  Lindenhurst, NY   10/06/2018

  Scherer, Nathaniel (Nat)  East Northport, NY   09/24/2018

  Smawley, Jr., George  East Islip, NY   03/16/2018

  Zager, Donald G.   Wantagh, NY   09/26/2018

 

When reporting a death, provide the person’s Name, Date of death, & the City/State of residence prior to death. 
Notices of member deaths should be e-mailed to grumrc@gmail.com, with “Death Notice” as the subject.
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WHERE WERE YOU ON
JULY 20, 1969?

More than likely, if you worked for Grumman, you were glued to your TV to watch the 
lunar module land on the moon and to see Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin take the first 
steps on the moon.

This is one of the most historic moments in our lifetime and the Cradle of Aviation has 
been planning a huge celebration for almost a year. We call the celebration “Countdown 
to Apollo at 50”. We’ve installed a countdown clock in our atrium, which we started on 
July 20, 2018.

We also have a new exhibit, “Space – a Journey to our Future,” which will be on display 
until next August.

Our celebration has been planned for June 6, 2019. All Apollo astronauts and Apollo flight 
directors have been invited. Many have responded favorably. The Cradle is hoping you 
will want to join the museum for this celebration. There will be a LM reunion during the 
day, followed by a sit-down dinner. Details to come as we approach the date.

The mailing list at the Cradle of Aviation is a bit dated. If you want to have information on 
this event sent to you, please send an e-mail to cnelson@cradleofaviation.org. Or, call 
Carol at 516-572-4026.

Also, on July 20, the Cradle will hold the Apollo Moon Festival. This will be a full day of 
space-related events celebrating the actual landing. Events will take place during the day 
and evening for families and adults. Details will be on our website www.cradleofaviation.org 
and will be in our local newspapers.
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18 The Grumman Retiree Club does not specifically endorse or represent advertisers.
18 The Grumman Retiree Club does not specifically endorse or represent advertisers.

 

Rendezvous Travel 
Senior Travel Specialists 

 
Join Our Mailing List 

 

Call 516-867-8747 Ext. 1 
or 

E Mail:  info@rendezvous.travel 
 

www.rendezvous.travel 
 

Leroy R. & Rose W. Grumman
National Geographic Dome Theater
Charles Lindbergh Blvd., Garden City, NY, 11530

516-572-4111 • www.cradleofaviation.org

“Mr. Australia”
New Zealand and Fiji Too!
Your local expert for amazing, personalized

South Pacific travel packages
PVE resident • 16 years experience

100% "A" rating on Angie's List

Rick Stone, “Mr. Australia”
310-793-6013

mraustralia@verizon.net 
www.MrAustralia.net

Advertise your business here

Securities offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. Insurance products offered 
through LPL Financial or its licensed affiliates. 
The investment products sold through LPL Financial are not insured Bethpage Federal Credit 
Union deposits and are not NCUA insured. These products are not obligations of the Bethpage 
Federal Credit Union and are not endorsed, recommended or guaranteed by Bethpage Federal 
Credit Union or any government agency. The value of the investment may fluctuate, the return on 
the investment is not guaranteed, and loss of principal is possible.

• Free Financial Analysis
• Life Insurance
• Mutual Funds
• 401(k) Rollover Services
• Retirement Planning
• Fixed Annuities

• Variable Annuities
• IRAs
• 529 Plans
• Stocks
• Bonds

516-349-6940
Come talk to us and let us help you plan for today and 
tomorrow. Talk to any branch associate to set up a free,  
no-obligation financial consultation with a financial representitive.

The Bristal Assisted Living offers all Grumman Retirees 
$1,000 off the community fee should you or an immediate 
family member move into any of our luxurious communities 

including our Reflections memory care neighborhood.

FOR A LIST OF LOCATIONS IN
THE TRI-STATE AREA, VISIT: 

thebristal.com

FOR DETAILS CALL (631) 580.2004 TODAY!

*Cannot combine with any other offers

2786 Hempstead Turnpike
Levittown, N.Y. 11756
Phone (516) 796-0400

Fax (516 796-3890

47 Jerusalem Avenue
Hicksville, N.Y. 11801
Phone (516) 931-0262

Fax (516) 796-3890

Chapels also available in:
Floral Park

New Hyde Park
Williston Park

Kenneth P. Grosser
Location Manager/Hicksville

Email: Kenneth.Grosser@carriageservices.com
Kenn@daltonfuneralhomes.com
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GRUMMAN - NORTHROP GRUMMAN RETIREE CLUB LUNCHEON RESERVATION

Menu Choices: NY Medallions of Beef, Sea Bass Oreganata, Chicken Piccata

I wish to reserve seats at the December 19, 2018 Holiday Luncheon (Noon to 4 PM)
for these dues-paid Retiree Club members, their spouses and/or guests

                       CHECK ONE             CHECK ONE
FULL NAME (please print)          PHONE NO.     BEEF   FISH  CHICKEN    RETIREE   GUEST

1.  __________________________ ____________    ____   ____    _____    ________   ______

2.__________________________ ____________    ____   ____    _____    ________   ______
 
3.__________________________ ____________    ____   ____    _____    ________   ______
 
4.__________________________ ____________    ____   ____    _____    ________   ______
 
5.__________________________ ____________    ____   ____    _____    ________   ______

6.__________________________ ____________    ____   ____    _____    ________   ______

7.__________________________ ____________    ____   ____    _____    ________   ______

8.__________________________ ____________    ____   ____    _____    ________   ______

9.__________________________ ____________    ____   ____    _____    ________   ______

10.__________________________ ____________    ____   ____    _____    ________   ______

11.__________________________ ____________    ____   ____    _____    ________   ______

12.__________________________ ____________    ____   ____    _____    ________   ______

- All tables seat twelve. A minimum of ten is required to reserve a table.
- Seven days notice is required to receive a full refund.

- Please send one check to cover lunch for you and your guests.

 Attached please find $  _____ representing $35.00 per person for  ______ people. 

Ticket  Purchase Deadline is December  10, 2018

Table Captain:  __________________________________________________________________________   

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________  

E-Mail address:  _________________________________________________________________________  

Remarks:  ______________________________________________________________________________  

Please make all checks payable to: GRUMMAN RETIREE CLUB. Please send this form and checks to:
Grumman Retiree Club, Northrop Grumman Corp., 925 South Oyster Bay Rd., Bethpage, NY 11714

Please mark envelope: “Holiday Luncheon”
No tickets will be issued.

To verify that your check has been received, please call Marion, at 516-575-3777
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Attn:  Retiree Club
Northrop Grumman Corporation
925 South Oyster Bay Road
Bethpage, NY 11714

NORTHROP GRUMMAN
Benefits Center 1-800 - 894 - 4194
Investment Plan 1-800 - 894 - 4194

Monday - Friday 9AM to 6PM ET
Benefits On Line:
www.benefits.northgrum.com
OneExchange: 1-855-832-0976
     Monday - Friday, 8AM - 9PM ET

https://medicare.oneexchange.com/ngc

Newsletter
Editor:  Neil Klaskin
Nostalgia Coordinator: Charles Mooney

Grumman Retiree Club, Inc.
Phone: (516) 575-3777
Fax: (516) 575-8715
Website: www.grummanretireeclub.org
E-mail: grumrc@gmail.com

Officers
Bob Ripp  - President   
Pat Sullivan   - Vice President
Lou Kubat  - Secretary
Frank Rizzo  - Treasurer
Nick Bazzicalupo - Sgt-at-Arms

We make banking easy.
Your life is already complicated enough.

•  Free online banking, mobile and telephone banking

• Free mobile check deposit

• 30,000+ surcharge-free ATMs, and  
 5,000+ shared branch locations nationwide*

Everyone can bank at Bethpage.†

lovebethpage.com  |  516-349-4220

*The owner of the ATM may impose a fee. No-fee ATMs must show Co-Op logo. Total locations include access to ATMs and 
credit union branches that participate in the Co-Op Shared Network, which include Shared Service Centers.


